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CONTENTFILM GREENLIGHTS “THE GUYS”

Jim Simpson will direct Sigourney Weaver, Anthony LaPaglia

in Film Based on Anne Nelson’s Play

NEW YORK, April 3, 2002 – ContentFilm chairman Edward R. Pressman and president John Schmidt today announced that the company will finance and distribute “The Guys,” a motion picture based on the acclaimed one-act play by Anne Nelson that was commissioned and mounted by the Flea Theatre in lower Manhattan in the wake of the September 11th attacks.  The film will star Sigourney Weaver and Anthony LaPaglia, both of whom have appeared in the original stage production.  Weaver’s husband Jim Simpson, who as Artistic Director of the Flea Theatre directed the play, will also direct the motion picture.  Produced by Jason Kliot and Joana Vicente of Open City Films, the film version of “The Guys” will be shot on location in New York, with photography slated to commence later this month.  Pressman and Schmidt will serve as executive producers along with Bonnie Timmermann, who brought the play to their attention.

Originally starring Weaver and Bill Murray, “The Guys” is about a fire captain who lost eight men in the collapse of the World Trade Center towers and the editor who helps him put together the eulogies he must deliver.  Nelson is director of the International program at Columbia’s journalism school and helped a firefighter write eulogies for the men he lost on September 11th.  After meeting Simpson at a dinner party, at his suggestion Nelson turned her experiences into a play in only nine late nights. 

“‘The Guys’ is an incredible piece of work,” Pressman and Schmidt said as they announced the production.  “The play is a very moving, very personal perspective on the way that firefighters live that was an abstraction to us until we saw it. Beyond that, though, the material is very funny and sad, and richly portrays the lives of these men.  We feel fortunate to have a chance to bring this story to the screen and to do so with this exceptional group of Sigourney Weaver, Anthony LaPaglia, Jim Simpson and Anne Nelson.”

Since the play debuted in December, a handful of actors have rotated playing the roles on stage.  Murray was followed by Bill Irwin, then by Anthony LaPaglia, who also performed opposite Weaver.  Susan Sarandon also performed the play for a number of weeks. Tim Robbins just began performing the play with Swoosie Kurtz.   

(more)
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LaPaglia recently drew great acclaim for his work in Ray Lawrence’s domestic drama “Lantana.” He has worked with such New York filmmakers as Woody Allen (in “Sweet and Lowdown”) and Spike Lee (in “Summer of Sam”). La Paglia was honored with the 1998 Tony Award for Best Actor in a Play for his work in Arthur Miller’s “A View from the Bridge,” and was recently nominated for an Emmy for a guest role on NBC’s “Fraiser.”

The deal for ContentFilm to produce the film version of “The Guys” was put together by ContentFilm head of business affairs Michael Roban and ICM’s Sam Cohn, Sarah Jane Leigh and Bart Walker, who negotiated on behalf of Nelson, Simpson, Weaver, LaPaglia, Kliot and Vicente.

Said Simpson: “I’m pleased that ContentFilm and Open City Films have embraced this unique project.  ‘The Guys’ puts a human face on this catastrophe and its intimacy should transfer well to the screen.”

Said Nelson: “I’m deeply gratified that a film version of “The Guys” can come to life through this team.  Jim Simpson and Sigourney Weaver have brought their immense talents and human understanding to this work since its conception, and Anthony LaPaglia and everyone who has joined the project has done so with both passion and respect for its unique nature.”

“The Guys” will be published in paperback by Random House in August, including two new essays by Nelson and photos from the theatrical production at The Flea.

Under their Open City Films banner, Jason Kliot and Joana Vicente have produced a number of acclaimed and successful films, from Tony Bui’s award-winning “Three Seasons” to “Down to You,” the romantic comedy starring Freddie Prinze Jr. that opened #1 at the boxoffice.  Their digital production division, Blow Up Pictures, has produced such acclaimed films as Miguel Arteta’s “Chuck & Buck,” released by Artisan; Daniel Minahan’s “Series 7,” released by USA Films; Nicole Holofcener’s “Lovely and Amazing,” acquired by Lions Gate at the 2001 Toronto Film Festival for a release in June; and Peter Mattei’s “Love in the Time of Money” acquired by THINKFilm at the 2002 Sundance Film Festival for a release late this summer.

In January, ContentFilm and Blow Up Pictures entered into a strategic alliance. ContentFilm was among a number of investors to make an equity investment in Blow Up by acquiring a minority share in the company.  Open City Films, not Blow Up, will produce “The Guys,” and “The Guys” does not fall under the ContentFilm / Blow Up Pictures deal. “The Guys” will be shot on 35mm film.  

(more)
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“Jason Kliot and Joana Vicente are just the right people to produce this film,” said Schmidt.  “They are not only veterans of the New York film community, they are veterans of lower Manhattan who, like many, were displaced for weeks following September 11th.”

Pressman and Schmidt launched ContentFilm on September 7, 2001.  A new fully-financed production and distribution company based in New York, ContentFilm will finance, produce and distribute an initial slate of twelve to fifteen director-driven feature films to be shot mainly, but not exclusively, on digital video. ContentFilm is funded by a number of equity investors, including lead investor Syntek Capital, a major new European venture fund based in Munich, Milan and London.

In the six months since it was formed, ContentFilm has greenlit a number of high-profile projects, including “The Cooler,” a dark comedy set in Las Vegas starring William H. Macy and Alec Baldwin; “Party Monster,” the chilling story of New York club-kid killer Michael Alig, to star Macaulay Culkin and Seth Green; and “The Hebrew Hammer,” a “Jewxploitation” comedy starring Adam Goldberg.  In addition, the company acquired worldwide rights to Larry Fessenden’s acclaimed cult thriller “Wendigo,” working with Magnolia Pictures on the film’s domestic release.
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