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FIFTY PILLS

Featuring a youth-zeitgeist cast led by Lou Taylor Pucci (THUMBSUCKER), Kristen Bell (“Veronica Mars”), Eddie Kaye Thomas (the AMERICAN PIE franchise) Michael Peña (CRASH) and John Hensley (“Nip/Tuck”) under the direction of Theo Avgerinos, FIFTY PILLS is a Gen Z delight that makes particularly ebullient use of its Greenwich Village locations. Darren is a New York City college Freshman in a bind: his financial aid has been revoked and he’s under the gun to quickly scrape together enough cash to stay in school.  When Darren’s charismatic roommate Coleman gives him “only one day” to sell fifty hits of Ecstasy, Darren suddenly becomes both a very popular guy and the target of a rival drug gang.  Darren’s life becomes even more complicated when his girlfriend Gracie learns of his morally dubious enterprise and is forced to rethink both his character and their relationship.  
LONG SYNOPSIS

In a pre-credit sequence, a phone rings, stirring NYC college student Darren (Lou Taylor Pucci), who is draped across his bed in a messy dorm room surrounded by empty beer cans and clearly hung over.  His outgoing answering machine message states that he hates himself.  

After the beep Coleman (John Hensley), Darren’s roommate, leaves a message explaining that he has taken off to Philadelphia to solve some girlfriend trouble.  We learn from the message and in flashbacks that because of a dorm party thrown by Coleman in Darren’s absence, Darren is in a considerable financial bind: he has lost his financial aid and has to scrape together enough cash money to sign up for the next semester’s classes, for which a deadline looms.  

A small time drug dealer, Coleman has provided a solution to his roommate’s money troubles.  It seems at some point the night before, Darren agreed -- for one day only! – to sell the 50 hits of ecstasy that Coleman has left on the desk alongside Coleman’s trusty beeper while Coleman is away.  

Now on the phone with Coleman, Darren immediately protests, outraged by the idea, pointing out to his roommate that unlike him, he is no drug dealer and doesn’t want to go to jail.  On top of that, he has a paper due on Dante’s Inferno.  But when Coleman rushes off the phone Darren crosses the room and looks at the Ecstasy, weighing his options.  

We flashback to four months earlier as Darren arrives in NYC to go to college.  We meet Coleman, a flashy, rich, bad boy, shouting orders to movers and regaling Darren with tales of international phone sex.  Coleman’s philosophy is that everything in life involves a little creativity.  

Darren, away from home and parents for the first time, falls under Coleman’s spell immediately.  In less than five minutes, as Darren explains to the camera, Coleman has come up with the idea of throwing a big welcome bash.  The roommates make their way through the dorm, with Coleman leaving slightly obscene invitations on message boards.  

That night the party is going fine until the RAs arrive to close it down.  Darren and Coleman are also written up and sent to the housing manager, who puts them both on probation.  In Darren’s case, it means that if he is caught throwing another party or having anything else to drink, no matter how small, he will lose his financial aid.  

Back in the dorm room, addressing the camera, Darren admits that after that incident they were good . . . good at not getting caught.  

Then it’s time for Darren to go home for Thanksgiving break.  Over Thanksgiving dinner, his parents begin to share the news that Darren’s father has been laid off, but get sidetracked into an explicit discussion of their sex life much to the obvious discomfort of Darren, who retires to his room.  He gets a call from Gracie (Kristin Bell), a pretty classmate who Darren met at that very first party.  A flashback montage of the two hanging out and getting to know each other follows, with Coleman advising Darren to hook up with Gracie.  Now on his bed at home talking with her, Darren asks Gracie out when they get back to school.           

After getting off the phone, Darren remembers his porn collection, retrieves a magazine and retires to the bathroom, where he is interrupted by his mother (Jane Lynch).  They both freak out, but Darren’s mother misinterprets the reading material and jumps to the conclusion that her son is gay.  Later, when his parents see him off, they make awkward attempts to relate to their “gay” son despite Darren’s protests that he’s straight.

When Darren arrives back at his dorm, he discovers the party has taken place while he was away, and now we are back to where the movie opened: Coleman is in Philadelphia and he has given Darren the option of selling the Ecstasy to make up for his loss of scholarship.  

Gracie arrives at his room.  Darren confides that he can’t ask his parents or grandparents for the money and he is in a terrible spot.   The audience learns that word may be leaking out about the drugs Darren is holding when Gracie and Darren’s conversation is interrupted by a student asking if Darren is ready to do “the deal”; but Darren manages to disguise the exchange of drugs for money by taking his “X-Files” poster right off the wall as if that were the object of the exchange.  With a raised eyebrow, Gracie worries aloud that Coleman might be rubbing off a bit on Darren.    

Later, the college housing manager arrives and gives Darren the weekend to straighten out the money issue or he will be evicted from the dorm. Darren is back in the room, figuring out just how much money he needs, when the beeper goes off.  Darren responds to the summons and we are introduced to Eduardo (Michael Peña), a thuggish guy and his two friends.  Eduardo is out to get Coleman because the cocaine he once sold him was bad, causing him to mess his pants on the dance floor at a hot club.  Eduardo wants revenge and spends some time convincing his friends that they should get involved.

In the meantime, Darren begins his fledgling, JUST FOR ONE DAY! Ecstasy business, selling his first pill to a lonely looking girl in an alley and then encounters two others who want to trade sexual favors for the pills, but Darren holds out and is paid with cash.

We then cut to Coleman, in bed with his girlfriend, who is still angry over his infidelity (with her sister!) and distressed that he won’t tell her that he loves her.  She kicks him out of her room to a hallway.  He’s locked out, wrapped in a sheet. 

Darren’s next client, Petunia lives in a lovely pink brownstone.  Darren first meets her grandmother, who is fully aware that Darren is delivering Petunia ecstasy. We discover that Petunia is actually an S&M dominatrix with several clients trussed up in the basement.  After stepping on one of the client’s feet, Darren makes a quick sale, but before he can leave, Petunia reverts to a valley girl whine when her grandmother summons her from the basement to take a phone call.  Darren, as he’s leaving, overhears Petunia berating one of the clients by name - Soul Man – who, Darren informs us in voice over, is a legendary, fearsome, drug dealer.

Next Gracie calls Darren and disguises her voice.  She asks if he’s the guy selling Ecstasy.  When he admits that he is, she drops the voice and tells him she’s surprised and concerned.  Darren goes to Gracie and Michelle’s room, where Gracie tells him again that he needs to find another way to solve his financial worries.  Gracie and Darren make plans to meet later that night.  But when she leaves the room, Michelle offers up her cousin Ralphie (Eddie Kaye Thomas), a wealthy Internet day trader, as a potential client.  Darren takes the name, but requests Michelle not tell Gracie about it.  He is also made aware of a party that evening.  

Darren calls Ralphie and goes to meet him at his fancy home.  Ralphie turns out to be more than a little unbalanced, and stalls about paying Darren, as he downs pill after pill and pontificates about his favorite television show of all time, “Different Strokes.”   He implores Darren to sit and watch an episode of the show, during which the pills really kick in.  Darren finally gets paid with a check (the memo line is later revealed to read “For Ecstasy”) and he makes a hasty exit.

Back in the dorm Darren finally finishes his paper on Dante’s Inferno, concluding that life is hell.

Darren takes a phone call from his cousin Scott, from Westchester, who as luck would have it is looking to score some Ecstasy.  Darren makes arrangements to meet him and gets a brief call from his parents who are still mixed up about his sexual orientation.  

On his way to meet Scott, Darren gets sidetracked again by Petunia, who has now morphed into a naughty schoolgirl (for another client) and needs more Ecstasy.

Darren dashes to get on the train and then meets Scott in the parking lot of the Westchester train station.  Scott complains about the drug prices at his school and is happier with what Darren is charging.  Darren leaves after the sale to take the train back to the city, but not before we realize that he is being followed and reported on.  Darren has been stepping on the toes of a rival drug dealer.

On his return to the city Darren is nabbed off the street and delivered to an empty warehouse, where he brought face to face with the rival, who turns out to be none other than Soul Man, the legendary drug dealer.  But his name, Darren discovers, is actually Seoul Man.  He’s Korean.  Threatened with bodily harm, Darren reminds the dealer that he was privy to what happened in the basement at Petunia’s.  Apparently worried about what he’ll tell his henchman, Seoul Man spares his life, though he does leave him to untie himself.  

We cut to Gracie, who is waiting expectantly for Darren to arrive for their date, but when he doesn’t show up she leaves without him.

After getting loose and racing back to meet Gracie, Darren finds that he’s too late and Gracie is gone.

Meanwhile Eduardo arrives with his buddies at Darren’s dorm, but can’t enter until someone signs them in.  He has a heated altercation with a security guard until a pretty co-ed intervenes and the group boards the elevator. 

Ralphie, the hopped-up “Different Strokes” fanatic, is also on the elevator.  When he reaches Darren’s floor, he makes his way out of the elevator on a search for his dealer.  Eduardo and his reluctant buddies get off on a higher floor, but the co-ed directs them back down to Coleman’s room – where Ralphie has settled himself in front of the computer and has happily logged into a “Different Strokes” website.  Eduardo and his friends take the stairs, while Coleman – who has just returned from Philadelphia -- is in the elevator on his way up to his room, but he is diverted by a pretty girl with whom he begins to flirt.             

Meanwhile, Eduardo and his buddies make their way to Coleman’s room where Eduardo opens fire on an unsuspecting Ralphie, grazing him in the shoulder.  Eduardo immediately realizes his mistake, that this guy was not the one to sell him the bad drugs.  Still high and now wounded, Ralphie makes his way out of the dorm and encounters a pimp with a mink coat, which he purchases and puts on.  He ambles away to the pimp’s encouragement.  Meanwhile, the thugs have found Coleman in the hallway.  

Downstairs, Gracie and Darren bump into each other.  Darren tires to apologize, but Gracie is unmoved and tells him she’s disappointed in him.  She walks away.   

Upstairs, Coleman is being threatened, but talks his way out of the situation by bribing the thugs with his expensive watch and the promise of the remainder of Darren’s Ecstasy pills, whereupon a stunned Darren enters and hands over the pills.

After the thugs leave, Darren confronts Coleman about what a complete idiot he is and how terrible the day has been.  He’s furious.  They get into a brief shoving match.  Coleman admits his failings, but asks Darren if he has figured out what is important in his life.  Sometimes, Coleman says, you need to a shock to the system to get yourself on track, to see what is important.  In Darren’s case, that’s school and Gracie.  Instead of a shock to the system, Coleman says, Darren needed an electric chair.  Darren is initially skeptical, not believing that the selfish Coleman is capable of thinking of anyone but himself.  He exits to the bathroom and Coleman phones the registrar’s office to make an appointment to pay Darren’s bill on Monday morning.  Darren is staring in the bathroom mirror, suddenly understanding himself and knowing what he has to do.

He goes to the crowded dorm party and approaches Gracie, where he apologizes in a heartfelt way, telling her that he has screwed everything up and is sincerely, truly sorry.  She is silent, but as he begins to walk away, she calls after him and asks what he intends to do to make it up to her.  He rushes into her arms and kisses her.  

In the last scene, seated on a park bench, Darren takes a picture of Gracie and himself which he tells her intends to forward to his parents.
ABOUT THE PRODUCTION

When Darren Giles, a wide-eyed NYC college freshman, has his financial aid stripped away, he needs to make some quick cash to stay in school.  His charmingly disreputable roommate “comes to the rescue” by giving him FIFTY PILLS of Ecstasy to sell and with only 24 hours to make it happen, the neophyte Darren careens his way through the streets of downtown Manhattan taking on a rival drug gang, a teenage dominatrix and the moral scrutiny of the beautiful girl he’s crazy about.  In the process, he just may learn something about himself.

Even given the lead character’s outrageous and sometimes dire circumstances, FIFTY PILLS maintains a youthful, good-natured exuberance which director Theo Avgerinos credits to the spirited screenplay by Matthew Perniciaro, and his talented GEN Z cast.

“As a director, I tried to bring a younger sense of humor and tone to the film,” the 27 year-old director says.  “For instance, I love to push the realism of a situation just a bit over the edge, to give it some spark.  Not so that the style of the film is over the top exactly, but I wouldn’t call it subtle either.”

Avgerinos has been pleased to get early feedback on FIFTY PILLS, his first feature, that indicates the film may have mainstream appeal.  But as he puts it, “you really have to be cautious.”

“If you shoot a film thinking only commercially,” he says, “you risk losing your creative edge and as we all know that can result in a pretty bland picture.  But even if I were directing a massive commercially driven film, I’m sure I’d still be pushing those boundaries.  Ultimately, no matter what, to reach an audience, all films need a tangible heart and I think FIFTY PILLS, which is essentially a great fish out of water story, truly has that.”


Through Darren’s somewhat innocent character we experience an awkwardness and a desperation many of us can relate to.  It’s particularly revealing in his relationship with his notorious roommate Coleman, but Avgerinos feels the characters transcended the usual good guy/bad guy dynamic.  

“Instead of making Darren the typical geeky naive kid, and Coleman the usual frat-boy jerk, I think we found a way to have their characters relate to an audience without resorting to complete stereotypical personalities.”

As Darren Giles, the hapless college freshman, Avgerinos needed an actor who could retain the audience’s sympathy as he embarks on an illegal and morally questionable activity, while at the same time balancing the character’s precarious tightrope walk between comedy and pathos.

“Lou Taylor Pucci was a gem find for Darren,” Avgerinos praises.  

Fulfilling the promise he displayed in last year’s Indie hit THUMBSUCKER, which won Pucci a Special Jury prize at Sundance and a Best Actor award at the Berlin Film festival, the actor came to FIFTY PILLS by way of an audition tape.

“We had auditioned more than twenty actors to no avail,” the director continues, “and then we received the tape from Lou.  This was before anyone had seen him in THUMBSUCKER.  I remember popping it in the VCR, hitting play and within seconds knowing that our search was over.  He was Darren Giles and the call to confirm our locked casting followed within minutes.”

To tackle the complicated role of the manipulative and charismatic Coleman, the director went with John Hensley, who plays Matt McNamara on the Emmy winning “Nip/Tuck.” 

“We knew Lou and John were not only perfect for the roles, but that they would make a fantastic screen duo.  We all collaborated in the shaping of the parts, but the actors supplied so much in terms of exploring the fundamental traits of each character.”

The character played by Kristen Bell, star of the hit series “Veronica Mars,” is in many ways the moral compass of the film.  According to Avgerinos, this had less to do with the actress’ good girl persona than the star’s theatrical training.


“Kristen really understood the nature of her role, but also how to better connect it with the audience.  The character is the voice of reason in the movie and Kristen brought a real maturity to the role, which is something Darren admires in her.  So does the audience.”

Some of the most riotously funny scenes in FIFTY PILLS involve Eddie Kaye Thomas, of the AMERICAN PIE franchise.  Thomas plays a wealthy Internet trader, with a deep affection for Darren’s pills, as well as a not so quiet attachment to the old television series, ‘Diff’rent Strokes.’

“We met with Eddie in LA, originally to discuss another role in the movie, but before we said anything he told us he wanted to play ‘Ralphie.’  We knew right away this was our guy.”

 Thomas, in fact, is so convincing in his scenes it may cause some viewers to question the actor’s on set sobriety.

“Of course, Eddie wasn’t on anything,” Avgerinos scoffs.  “I would never allow any actor to be under the influence during a shoot.  An actor’s true craft is to shape their own version of that reality into the scene.  Eddie Kaye Thomas was certainly able to do that.  He’s simply a wonderful actor.”           


Michael Pena, fresh from his powerful turn in the Oscar winning CRASH, plays Eduardo, a comically twisted thug.

“I had not seen CRASH yet,” Avgerinos remembers, “which was premiering at Toronto as we were shooting, so I assumed Michael came from comedy.  When he said comedy was not his forte, but loved doing it, I was shocked.  There were a few times on set where Pena, who improvised a lot, would send everyone, cast and crew, with just a word or gesture, into hysterics.”

 
In spite of its title, FIFTY PILLS is not a drug movie per se, but in some ways it reflects the young generation’s present attitude toward illegal substances.  We’ve come a long way from the sex, drugs and rock and roll 60s, but at the same time we’re a generation removed from the Just Say No 80s. 

“We've seen the beer and pot theme in films for ages,” the director observes, “especially at the college level.  But now it seems that the attitude among young people today, particularly toward Ecstasy, is almost as casual.  In constructing a comic drug underworld, as we did in FIFTY PILLS, it seemed likely to us that this generation would probably connect more with a drug like Ecstasy.  This is not to say that it isn’t clear in the film that drugs can lead you down some dark paths.  In FIFTY PILLS we enjoy seeing Darren’s fictional journey, but it’s not one we’d ever wish on anybody else.”

Avgerinos makes great use of his New York City locations.  The city becomes a compelling and intense backdrop for the frenzied mischief Darren finds himself in the middle of.

“Shooting in New York City is the most exhilarating experience,” the director says.  “The streets, the people, the smells all charge you as a filmmaker and supply so much excitement for the scenes themselves.”

The Mayor’s office welcomed the production with open arms, the director adds.

“They gave us virtually complete access to any location we needed – all hassle free.  It was amazing.”

For the director, one of the happiest experiences on FIFTY PILLS was being able to use his parents as backdrop extras in the Christmas trees scene.  Avgerinos was also particularly satisfied while shooting in Washington Square Park.  He had shot there before, but as a high school student, long before he could have imagined having his own work included at the Tribeca film festival.

Toward the end of the movie, Lou Taylor Pucci, has a remarkable scene showing the growth of his character, the culmination of his journey.

 
”We talked a lot about walking Darren's character through a subtle transition and the shift from comedy to self realization within the context of the film as a whole.  As an audience we've laughed -- at Darren's expense mostly -- through his day's journey via the characters and situations he encountered.  The final scenes of the film were about bringing Darren's reality to our attention, which is not so funny.  He must grow at that point, and we are grateful not to be in his shoes in real life.”   

“With so much prior comedy, the final scenes were nothing but Lou seeing himself in the mirror and making a non-verbal, inner choice to take stake in his future from that moment on.  We shot that scene with dead silence for an extended period of time, allowing for the film to role, the lens to move slowly forward, and for Lou at that time to experience a truthful internal change.”  


ABOUT THE CAST

LOU TAYLOR PUCCI (Darren) emerged as one of the most promising actors of his generation following the premiere of Mike Mills’ THUMBSUCKER at the 2005 Sundance Film Festival.   In the funny, exceptionally observant coming-of-age story, Pucci starred opposite Tilda Swinton, Vincent D’Onofrio, Keanu Reeves and Vince Vaughn as Justin Cobb, a compulsive 17-year-old thumbsucker.  Pucci received both a Sundance Special Jury Prize for acting and the Best Actor Award at the Berlin Film Festival for his performance.

This year, Pucci appears in four highly anticipated new films.  In Richard Linklater’s FAST FOOD NATION (Fox Searchlight), an ensemble piece that explores the health risks involved in the fast food industry, he co-stars alongside Ethan Hawke, Greg Kinnear and Avril Levigne. In Martin Hynes’ independent feature THE GO-GETTER, Pucci portrays a high school student on a road trip in search of his estranged half brother.  Zooey Deschanel and Jena Malone co-star.   He is also part of an ensemble that includes The Rock, Justin Timberlake and Miranda Richardson in Richard Kelly’s follow up to DONNIE DARKO – the independent SOUTHLAND TALES.  Pucci plays Larry Weisberg, a troubled Beverly Hills teen addicted to drugs and looking for trouble.  Finally, Pucci makes an appearance as Boba Fett #1 in Kyle Newman’s FANBOYS (The Weinstein Company), a comedy about four guys from the Midwest who drive cross country to honor their dying friend’s last wish -- to watch STAR WARS: EPISODE I – THE PHANTOM MENACE at George Lucas' Skywalker Ranch before the movie's worldwide release.

Pucci most recently rejoined THUMBSUCKER co-star Vincent D’Onofrio for an episode of “Law & Order:  Criminal Intent,” which airs Sunday, April 30 on NBC.  Last year, he also starred with Kelli Garner (his love interest in the Mills film), in Green Day’s “Jesus of Suburbia” video for director Samuel Bayer.

Pucci made his feature film debut as Kevin, the badly beaten young hitchhiker encountered by Fairuza Balk's character in Rebecca Miller's 2002 award-winning Sundance Film Festival entry PERSONAL VELOCITY. His credits also include Fred Schepisi’s EMPIRE FALLS with Paul Newman and Ed Harris, Arie Posin’s THE CHUMSCRUBBER with Jamie Bell and Justin Chatwin and Theo Avgerinos’s FIFTY PILLS, which premieres at the 2006 Tribeca Film Festival.  

Pucci grew up in central New Jersey and had little interest in acting until his aunt bribed him to try out for community theatre at age 10.  Two years later, he appeared on Broadway as Friedrich in "The Sound of Music."

In addition to acting and singing, Pucci is also a master at slight of hand and magic.

KRISTEN BELL (Gracie) stars in the title role of the Joel Silver-produced UPN series “Veronica Mars,” in which she plays a smart, fearless apprentice private investigator dedicated to solving her wealthy seaside town's toughest mysteries.  The show, currently in it’s second season, debuted in September, 2004, and Bell continues to be hailed as one of the brightest new stars on television.

Bell stars in the upcoming thriller, PULSE, which will be released by The Weinstein Company July 14, 2006.  Her previous film roles include the kidnapped daughter of the President in the David Mamet thriller, SPARTAN, opposite Val Kilmer for Warner Brothers. Kristen recently wrapped production for FANBOYS, a comedic drama about young, die hard STAR WARS fans on a road trip to George Lucas’ Skywalker Ranch. 

She starred in 2004’s camp musical “Reefer Madness” on Showtime, which was based on the hit play, in which she also starred Off-Broadway.  Previously, Kristen was best-known for her recurring role in the HBO series “Deadwood.”  Her television credits also include lead roles in the critically-acclaimed made-for-television movie, “Gracie's Choice,” opposite Anne Heche and Diane Ladd for Lifetime, as well as “The King and Queen of Moonlight Bay” with Tim Matheson, Sean Young and Ed Asner.  She has also had guest-starring roles on such series as “American Dreams,” “The Shield” and “Everwood.”

On stage, Kristen appeared in the Los Angeles Opera’s all-star production of the Stephen Sondheim musical, “A Little Night Music,” just prior to beginning production on “Veronica Mars.”  Previously, she starred in the Broadway revival of Arthur Miller's “The Crucible” with Liam Neeson and Laura Linney, the Broadway production of “Tom Sawyer” and she played the title role in the World Premiere production of the musical “Sneaux.”

Originally from Detroit, Michigan, Bell attended New York University's Tisch School of the Arts.  She currently lives in Los Angeles.

JOHN HENSLEY (Coleman) was once a horse-wrangler in Wyoming, but has since seamlessly transitioned from performing in the rodeo arena to roping a career in television and the big screen.  Hensley is making a name for himself as one of Hollywood’s up-and-coming young actors, starring opposite Dylan Walsh, Julian McMahon, and Joely Richardson as Matt McNamara on the award-winning FX Network series “nip/tuck.”  The series, having just wrapped its third season, has already garnered a multitude of awards including a total of five Emmy nominations, five Golden Globe nominations, and the 2005 Golden Globe Award for Best Television Series, Drama.

For the big screen, Hensley also starred in the independent film PEOPLES for writer/director Joseph Ardery, as the lead character in the coming of age drama about troubled youths in Kentucky.  The 2004 film visited numerous festivals, taking home the Grand Jury Award for Best Feature at the Beverly Hills Film Festival and the award for Best Full Feature at the Pocono Mountains Film Festival in Pennsylvania.

In 1999, Hensley made his television debut on Comedy Central’s cult hit “Strangers With Candy.”  He went on to land the memorable role of Meadow’s high school boyfriend on HBO’s award-winning series “The Sopranos.”  Hensley also played the lead opposite Gabriel Byrne in ABC’s highly acclaimed but short-lived series “Madigan Men,” under the direction of Emmy award-winner Jim Burrows, as well as the role of Gabriel Bowman in TNT’s series “Witchblade.”

After graduating from high school in Kentucky, Hensley spent three years in Wyoming as a horse-wrangler before deciding to pursue his passion for acting.  He then attended Fort Lewis College in Colorado where he studied humanities and immersed himself in the theater community.  Together with friends he formed an improv group, which became so successful that it was invited to perform with Chicago’s famed Second City Theatre Troupe.  Despite his strong ties to his southern roots, John Hensley now calls California his home.  He resides in Los Angeles.
NORA ZEHETNER (Michelle) recently completed production on the new psychological thriller from Paramount Classics and MTV Films, BENEATH.  In the starring role, she portrays “Christy,” a tormented girl who after many years returns home only to become haunted by the images of a horrible car accident involving her sister years earlier.

Nora can currently be seen in the independent film BRICK, produced by David Hillary and directed by Rian Johnson.  The film debuted at last year’s Sundance Film Festival to rave reviews.  She stars alongside Joseph Gordon Levitt and Lukas Haas in this film about a student whose girlfriend is found dead and plays “Laura,” a girl who has a knack for hiding her vices and masking her manipulative and dangerous nature.  Brick is released through Focus Features.

Along with FIFTY PILLS, Nora has completed production another independent film, CONVERSATIONS WITH OTHER WOMEN, in which she plays a young version of Helena Bonham Carter’s character in this drama directed by Hans Canosa. 

Nora was seen starring in the recurring role of “Laynie Hart” on the critically acclaimed WB hit, “Everwood” starring alongside Treat Williams and Gregory Smith.  “Laynie” was the love interest of Ephram (Smith) and appeared on the show for two seasons.

MONICA KEENA (Petunia) is truly making her presence felt this year.  This fall, Keena stars in the ensemble drama NAILED RIGHT IN with Alec Baldwin and Freddie Prinze Jr.  The film takes place in Brooklyn in 1985, where the friendships of three young Catholic men come under strain as personal ambitions come into conflict with a citizen fight against a mob boss (played by Baldwin).  Keena is exceptional as the strong-willed Brooklyn girlfriend of Jerry Ferrara’s character.  Directed by Michael Corrente, Lionsgate will release the film on September 8th.

Additional film credits include the suspense thriller LONG DISTANCE where Keena portrays a young girl who is tormented by a serial killer, Sony Pictures’ MAN OF THE HOUSE starring Tommy Lee Jones, New Line’s suspense thriller FREDDIE VS. JASON, the independent film THE SIMIAN LINE, starring Lynn Redgrave and William Hurt, A FATE TOTALLY WORSE THAN DEATH, CRIME AND PUNISHMENT IN SUBURBIA, starring opposite Ellen Barkin and James DeBello, DEVIL’S ADVOCATE, WHILE YOU WERE SLEEPING, RIPE, ALL I WANNA DO and SNOW WHITE, starring opposite Sigourney Weaver.  

On television, Keena was most recently seen on “Grey’s Anatomy” as a woman who was impaled on a pole with a man.  She also has a recurring role on HBO’s “Entourage.”  In addition, Keena starred in the critically acclaimed Fox comedy “Undeclared,” by “Freaks and Geeks” creator Judd Apatow, and in the TBS original movie “First Daughter” starring opposite Mariel Hemmingway.

On stage, Keena portrayed the character of Bertha in a stage reading of Strinburg’s “The Father,” with Al Pacino, Julianne Moore, and Vivica Linfors.

A native of Brooklyn, Keena divides her time between Los Angeles and New York.

MICHAEL PEŇA (Eduardo) has distinguished himself in Hollywood as an actor with a wide range of performances who has worked with an impressive roster of award winning directors.  Most recently, Peña earned notable recognition for his performance in Paul Haggis’ provocative Oscar winning film CRASH, alongside Don Cheadle, Matt Dillon and Terrence Howard.  Critically acclaimed for the film’s interpretation of complex race relations in contemporary America, Peña has garnered multiple best ensemble nominations for his role as Daniel the locksmith, winning awards from the Screen Actors Guild and the Broadcast Film Critics Association for the cast’s performance.

He will next be seen in Oliver Stone’s highly anticipated film WORLD TRADE CENTER.  Chronicling the heroism of American servicemen in the direct aftermath of the September 11th attacks, Peña stars opposite Nicolas Cage as a true-life based Port Authority policeman who becomes trapped while trying to evacuate others.  He has also recently wrapped production for Alejandro González Iñárritu’s BABEL.
Peña’s other credits include Clint Eastwood’s MILLION DOLLAR BABY, Matthew Ryan Hoge’s THE UNITED STATES OF LELAND and Gregor Jordan’s BUFFALO SOLDIERS.

On television, Peña most recently can be seen starring in the HBO film “Walkout,” based on the true story of a young Mexican American high school teacher who helped stage a massive student walkout in the mid 1960s.  He also guest appeared last year on the F/X drama “The Shield” for its fourth season as one of the central leads opposite Glenn Close and Anthony Anderson.  Other television credits include Steven Spielberg’s NBC series “Semper Fi.”
Raised in Chicago, Peña began acting when he beat out hundreds of others in an open call for a role in Peter Bogdonovich’s “To Sir, With Love 2” starring Sidney Poitier.

EDDIE KAYE THOMAS (Ralphie) is best known for his role as Finch in the American Pie Trilogy.  Other films include James Toback's BLACK AND WHITE opposite Brooke Shields and Robert Downey Jr., Project Greenlight's STOLEN SUMMER with Aidan Quinn and Bonnie Hunt; N ick Gomez's ILLTOWN with Michael Rapaport and Lily Taylor; Tom Green's FREDDIE GOT FINGERED; HAROLD AND KUMAR GO TO WHITE CASTLE; WINTER BREAK; THE RAGE: CARRIE 2; TABOO; NEO NED; and can soon be seen in the indie features BLIND GUY with Jane Seymour and FAREWELL BENDER.  

Eddie first appeared on Broadway at eleven years old with John Guare's "Four Baboons Adoring the Sun" and then again at seventeen in "The Diary of Anne Franke" opposite Natalie Portman. He has also been in numerous off-Broadway productions including work with The New Group, Signature Theater Company, and LaMama. His work on Television includes the WB sit-com "Off Centre" and the dramedy "Brutally Normal." He has appeared on "CSI,” "The X-Files,” "The Twilight Zone,” Miss Match," "Law and Order" and other shows.  His voice an currently be heard on the Fox animated series "American Dad."

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

THEO AVGERINOS (director) shot his first films on super8mm in middle school and earned the rank of Eagle Scout with a feature documentary by high school.  As a captain and all-state football player, Theo was recruited by Bucknell University.  He co-founded the school’s first film production company and pioneered the Cinema Studies major, which lead to the current film department.  He then moved on as an editor for HBO and continued as an assistant director, cinematographer, and director/producer on multiple short projects.  FIFTY PILLS is Theo’s directorial debut.  He is currently in pre-production on ZOE, a feature based on an original screenplay to star Eliza Dushku. 


MATTHEW PERNICIARO (Producer) Starting his work in the entertainment industry, Matthew was an Acquisitions Executive for Media Film International, a theatrical distributor in South Korea.  After one year, he was promoted to the Director of Acquisitions, where he handled acquisitions, distribution and packaging of completed films and finance packaging for those not yet completed.  Films he participated in these capacities on included Gaspar Noe’s IRREVERSIBLE, Kevin Costner’s OPEN RANGE, Christopher McQuarrie’s THE WAY OF THE GUN, The Russo Brothers’ WELCOME TO COLLINWOOD and Richard Kelly’s DONNIE DARKO to name a few.

His first feature film as a producer was STANDING STILL, which he also co wrote, which included actors Mena Suvari, Colin Hanks, James Van Der Beek, Aaron Stanford, Melissa Sagemiller, Amy Adams, Adam Garcia, Jon Abrahams,

Ethan Embry and Xander Berkeley.

JAKE DEMARAY (Producer) moved to Los Angeles, CA from Chicago, IL five years ago and has been working in film production ever since. Demaray, Theo Avgerinos, and Matthew Perniciaro first worked together on a short film they created and produced titled “Steve Zahn’s Brother,” which starred Monica Keena. This experience together would ultimately lead to them working together again on the feature-film FIFTY PILLS, which would shoot a year later. Demaray has since formed a production company called What Army Films for which he produced the music themed pilot “Hear First” for VH-1 under. He has two feature films in development which What Army Films plans to make in the late summer of 2006.

KEVIN MANN (Producer) Before working in features, Kevin earned his production stripes working for Daniel Kellison on Comedy Central’s THE MAN SHOW and later for Mike Bunnell on THE TV GUIDE CHANNEL.    

Together as Coalition Film, Matthew Perniciaro and Kevin Mann have produced both FIFTY PILLS and WHAT WE DO IS SECRET, which is currently wrapping post-production.  They have just finished shooting the road dramedy, FANBOYS, a co-production with Kevin Spacey and his company, Trigger Street.  The Weinstein Company will distribute FANBOYS theatrically and worldwide in late Summer 2006.

Coalition has just recently begun production on an untitled documentary on basketball superstar Lebron James.  

BILL SHRAGA (Executive Producer) is an independent film producer based in Los Angeles.  FIFTY PILLS, for which Bill was the lead Executive Producer, marks his first feature film as a financier.  Prior to Bill’s involvement in entertainment and film finance, he spent ten years on Wall Street as an investment banker.  Over that time, he completed numerous transactions and raised billions of dollars for corporate clients.  Most recently, Bill was a Vice President at Bear, Stearns & Co., one of Wall Street’s leading investment banks, where he focused on corporate finance for some of the world’s largest companies.  Bill also provides financial advisory services for independent film producers and media-related companies.  He is currently executive producing the martial arts film, SACRED BLADE, set in early 1800s India, and is in development on several other projects.  Bill has a Bachelor of Science in Economics from The Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania and an MBA from the University of Chicago’s Graduate School of Business. 

CHRISTOPHER J. JOHNSON (Executive Producer) FIFTY PILLS marks Christopher J. Johnson’s first foray into film production.  All of Johnson’s previous film experience has been in front of the camera, appearing in the recent fims XXX 2: STATE OF THE UNION and CURSED.  

On the small screen, Johnson has starred in the UPN drama “South Beach” and guest starred on numerous shows, including “JAG”; “CSI” and “Miss Match.”  He is currently filming a pilot for the new CW Network, “She Said/He Said” with Nick Lachey.  

In addition to his acting and producing pursuits, Johnson is also an investor in L Scorpion, a Los Angeles restaurant, in which fellow producer Kevin Mann and actress Kristen Bell have also invested.

Originally from Boston, Johnson lives in Los Angeles.  He holds a Bachelor’s degree in Commerce and Finance from Villanova University.
KEVIN FRAKES (Executive Producer) is the co-founder of Palm-Star Entertainment (with partner Stephan Paternot), a new film production and finance company based in Santa Monica, CA.  In 2005, Kevin produced his two first feature films, PREMIUM starring Zoe Saldana and Hill Harper and directed by Pete Chatmon and FIFTY PILLS(Executive Produced), starring Lou Taylor Pucci and Kristen Bell and directed by Theo Avgerinos.  Palm-Star currently has four additional films in active development.  In February 2006, Palm-Star optioned Bret Easton Ellis's latest novel, Lunar Park, which Kevin is producing along with veteran producer Lawrence Bender.  Palm-Star is also actively developing 3 NIGHTS IN AUGUST, a Buzz Bissinger novel about Tony La Russa and the St. Louis Cardinals baseball team, which is being written by Bissinger and actor Kevin Pollak; DOWN & DIRTY PICTURES, the best-selling book by Peter Biskind; and A VERY PUBLIC OFFERING, the story of the rise and fall of one of the most notable dotcoms of the late 90's.  Kevin graduated from NYU's Tisch School of the Arts with a degree in Film & Television Production and he also received an MBA from Yale University.  
