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SYNOPSIS

What Jake Vig (Edward Burns) doesn’t know just might get him killed.  A sharp and polished grifter, Jake has just swindled thousands of dollars from the unsuspecting Lionel Dolby with the help of his crew – Insideman Gordo (Paul Giamatti) and Shills Miles (Brian Van Holt) and Big Al – and two corrupt LAPD officers – Lloyd Whitworth (Donal Logue) and Omar Manzano (Luis Guzman).  But when both Lionel and Big Al turn up dead, it becomes clear that Lionel wasn’t just any mark; as Jake soon learns, he was an accountant for eccentric crime boss Winston King (Dustin Hoffman).

Never one to shy away from a challenge, Jake offers to repay “The King” by pulling off the biggest con of his career.  The mark?  Morgan Gillette, a banker with deep ties to organized crime.  With so much riding on the outcome, Jake decides to bring in a brash, blonde pickpocket named Lily (Rachel Weisz), who joins the crew in a complex scheme involving corporate loans, creative accounting, wire transfers and off-shore accounts.  

The first sign of trouble comes when Lily arrives for work with a head of freshly dyed red hair, a bad omen if ever there was one.  To make matters worse, Jake also must contend with his old nemesis, FBI agent Gunther Butan (Andy Garcia), The King’s henchman Travis (Morris Chestnut) and a double-crossing partner.  Against these diminishing odds, Jake and his crew will have to stay one step ahead of both the criminals and the cops to finally settle their debt.

Lions Gate Films and Cinerenta are proud to present CONFIDENCE, an incisive suspense drama from director James Foley (Fear, Glengarry Glen Ross) and screenwriter Doug Jung.  The film features a gifted ensemble cast that includes two-time Oscar winner Dustin Hoffman, Edward Burns, Rachel Weisz, Andy Garcia, Paul Giamatti, Morris Chestnut, Brian Van Holt, Luis Guzman and Donal Logue.  CONFIDENCE is being produced by Michael Paseornek, Marc Butan and Michael Ohoven.

ABOUT THE PRODUCTION

Andy Garcia loved working on CONFIDENCE.  He enjoyed collaborating with an ensemble “A-List” cast.  He felt a connection to the intricate, richly drawn characters and witty dialogue of Doug Jung’s screenplay.  He felt director James Foley’s unbridled enthusiasm for the project and the sense of commitment he brought to the set allowed for the cast to feel inspired.  Just don’t ask him to summarize the movie.  He won’t share any of CONFIDENCE’s many plot details or any substantial information about his character.  “He introduces himself as a special agent,” Garcia says of Gunther Butan.  “And that's really as far as I can go with it, because everything else would be spoiling the natural discoveries of the material.  And that would be unfair to the viewer.”

Garcia isn’t alone in his secrecy.  The entire cast and crew are as tight-lipped and guarded as, appropriately enough, a group of con artists.  “You want to talk about it but you don't want to give away the story and ruin the ending for the audience,” Brian Van Holt, who plays Miles, adds.  “But there are a lot of layers that are peeled throughout the whole story.  Something new hits you every time you turn a different corner.” 

Luis Guzman, who plays Manzano, chooses to explain the content of CONFIDENCE by relaying its most basic thematic elements: “I guess the plot line comes down to this: you can't really trust anybody.  Everybody's not who they say they are.  And if they say that they can help you, most likely they can hurt you.”

Producer Marc Butan first read Doug Jung’s detailed screenplay during his days as an independent producer.  Though his initial reaction to the material was overwhelmingly positive, it took more than one read for Butan to devote himself to CONFIDENCE.  Like the esteemed members of the cast, Butan saw enormous dramatic potential in the deliciously convoluted story’s innumerable twists.  “I read the whole script and I thought, ‘It can't all fit together, can it?’” Butan remembers.  “And then I went through it with a pen and wrote down all the things that happened in order to make sure it all played back and forth.  It all rang true.  This movie will hold up for examination.”

Butan held on to the script when he began working as an executive at Lions Gate.  Everyone at the Indie film company matched his enthusiasm for the project and quickly began a search for the best director to bring CONFIDENCE to the screen.  Butan, along with fellow Lions Gate Films executives and producers Michael Burns and Michael Paseornek, poured through an extensive list of potential directors, always aware that they needed someone who had worked with a diverse group of seasoned male actors.  “His name grabbed my attention,” Burns says of James Foley.  “When you look at “Glengarry Glen Ross,” he did such a good job with a cast of fantastic actors.”

Foley was thrilled with the opportunity to make CONFIDENCE.  He was impressed by the intelligence of Jung’s screenplay and the depth of its conflicted, double-crossing characters.  “I'm not interested just in heist movies, of people planning and of elaborate plot intricacies.  That on its own does not appeal to me,” he explains.  “But if it can be combined with characters that are complicated and have a certain emotional reality to them, and if the plot revelations strengthen the characters ‘aliveness,’ then all the better.”

With a director and financing in place, Lions Gate and Foley began their careful search for Jake Vig.  They wanted the film’s central character to be a charming, charismatic con man that audiences could actually root for.  They found their Jake in Ed Burns, an actor who naturally exudes an enviable sense of cool.  “If we had the wrong guy, then we'd be sunk,” Foley remembers.  “Jake needed to be a calm man—to be able to con anybody out of anything.  But he also had to have this soulful side.  What I like about Eddie Burns is that he's got a strong, extroverted personality.  He’s very self-confident, but there is a part of him that’s very private.” 

“Jake needed to be likeable even though what he’s doing is pulling off cons,” Butan jokes.  “There’s just something about Eddie’s demeanor.  You can see that in him.  He can get people to do what he wants them to do without them even knowing that they're doing it!”

“The thing that initially drew me to the script was Doug’s dialogue,” Ed Burns, says of the screenplay.  “He writes really great, fun dialogue.”  Burns devilishly concedes that he also enjoyed the prospect of pulling a con on moviegoers.  “In addition to that, it's a great story with a lot of twists.  It's going to keep the audience guessing.”

The filmmakers continued their casting search to find an equally suave and disarming woman to play Lily, CONFIDENCE’s femme fatale.  Following an exhaustive round of meetings, Burns passed the screenplay along to British actress Rachel Weisz.  “Weisz was a real lucky stroke for me,” Foley says.  “She had to be believable as this tough talking broad who takes care of herself.  On the other hand, she had to have a kind of vulnerability.”

“We looked at a lot of actresses for this part,” Butan says of Lily. “Lily has so many layers and so much depth.  We wanted this character to really pop off the screen and to be something more than just the love interest in the movie.”

For the role, Weisz adopted an American accent in order to embody the “trendy LA club girl” she portrays.  “I work on my own, I live on my own.  I’m a solo operator.” Weisz succinctly says of the tough and independent Lily.  Weisz paid close attention to every detail of her character, even going so far as to study with a magician to learn how to best pick a pocket.

Another casting coup was Dustin Hoffman as the foreboding crime kingpin.  “We wanted an established actor who was going to bring something to the part that wasn't just the traditional big hulking presence.” Paseornek says.  Dustin Hoffman’s manager called Paseornek when she heard about the project, and he gladly sent a copy of the script her way, certain that Hoffman wouldn’t be interested in a supporting role. 

Hoffman loved both the biting originality of the script and the challenges that playing the character, King, might present.  He set up a meeting with Foley and Butan right away.  “The meeting went fantastic,” Paseornek recalls.  “Dustin took the character in a completely different direction.  What he brought to it is just wonderful.”

Andy Garcia was the next to sign on, eager to tackle the eccentric, complex character of Gunther Butan (no relation to producer Marc) and to work with Burns, Weisz and Hoffman.  “When I look at a piece of material, I look at who’s involved.  Ed Burns and Hoffman were involved already.  These are people that I admire.”

The casting, as Paseornek puts it, “snowballed” from there.  Robert Forster, Donal Logue, Franky G, Brian Van Holt, Tommy “Tiny” Lister, Luis Guzman and Morris Chestnut quickly rounded out the group.  

Production began in the spring of 2002 in Los Angeles and Vancouver.  Though the extensive cast had years of experience and hundreds of credits under their belt, CONFIDENCE was an ego-free set.  “This was one of those rare occasions where everyone got along,” Ed Burns says.  “Especially when you do an ensemble like this, you want to get a sense that the cast and crew really are friends.”

Andy Garcia attributes much of the cast’s commitment to Foley’s skills as a director. “He recognizes nuances, embraces them and gets excited by them very easily,” he says.  “He has a very precise, yet askew, vision of things.  He has all the tools as a director to pull something off.” 

 From Jake’s Silver Lake hideaway, to the Ontario Airport, to King’s nightclub “Deep” in Los Angeles, all these surroundings are as much a character in CONFIDENCE as its con men.  The locations allowed the cast to embrace many of the city’s most spectacular, unusual and seedy locations, and at times added unanticipated character inspiration.  “It’s a pretty great place,” Paul Giamatti says of “Little Joe’s,” a cavernous, shutdown Italian restaurant located in the heart of Chinatown.  Hollywood legend has it that “Little Joe’s” is actually a euphemism for the craps tables tucked away in a hidden back room. “It’s just room after room after room.  You definitely get the feeling there was a lot of shady stuff going on in this place.”  

“My dad used to frequent this place back in the day,” Van Holt says of the restaurant.  “I told him we were shooting downtown in Chinatown.  He said ‘Me and your uncles--we used to go to the Dodger games and hang out at Little Joe's.’” 

Though they aren’t quick to admit it, Foley and his cast found disconcerting parallels between themselves and the men of CONFIDENCE.  “Well, I'm a director so I have to be a con man.  I’ve been working on that my whole life,” jokes Foley.  Adds Burns: “I guess being an actor is something like being a con man.  And I'll leave it at that.”

ABOUT THE CAST

ED BURNS (Jake Vig)

Edward Burns continues to mesmerize audiences and critics alike as an actor, writer, director and producer.  Burns “Sidewalks of New York" which was distributed by Paramount Classics in November 2001, was his fourth feature as a writer, director, producer, and star. The film is a comedic look at relationships and romance through the eyes of six New Yorkers; "Sidewalks" co-stars Burns, Heather Graham, Brittany Murphy, Rosario Dawson, David Krumholz, Dennis Farina and Stanley Tucci. 

Burns was lauded by both critics and audiences for his first feature, "The Brothers McMullen," which premiered in competition at the 1995 Sundance Film Festival, winning the Grand Jury Prize.  Burns wrote, directed and starred in the film, which was shot on a budget of only $25,000 and went on to gross over $10 million at the domestic box office, making it the most profitable film of 1995.  The film also won "Best First Feature" at the 1996 Independent Spirit Awards.

As an actor, Burns recently starred in New Line's film "Fifteen Minutes" co-starring Robert De Niro.  Burns also starred opposite Tom Hanks in Steven Spielberg's "Saving Private Ryan."  The critically acclaimed World War II epic marked the first film in which Burns acted in a film he did not write and direct himself. 

Edward Burns and brother Brian recently signed a deal with ATG (Artists Television Group) to write and produce for television. 

In the last year Burns appeared in "Ash Wednesday," where he took on the roles of writer, director, producer and star.  The film takes place in 1983 New York, and is a drama about two brothers trying to escape their past.  In addition, he appeared opposite Angelina Jolie in the romantic comedy "Life, Or Something Like It," which was released by 20th Century Fox last April.  

His upcoming project includes Peter Hyams “A Sound of Thunder,” which is based on a short story by Ray Bradbury.

RACHEL WEISZ (Lily)

Rachel Weisz has starred in a number of recent box office hits including: “About A       Boy,” with Hugh Grant and “The Mummy Returns” opposite Brenden Fraser.

She also starred opposite Jude Law and Joseph Fiennes in the Paramount Pictures film “Enemy at the Gates” directed by Jean Jacque Anaud and in the independent film “Beautiful Creatures” opposite Susan Lynch.

Previously, Weisz starred opposite Catherine McCormack in the acclaimed British comedy “Land Girls.”  She also starred opposite Vincent Perez in “Swept From the Sea.”  She was seen in Mark Pellington’s “Going All the Way,” with Jeremy Davies and Ben Affleck; Bernardo Bertolucci’s “Stealing Beauty,” opposite Liv Tyler and Jeremy Irons; as well as in the thriller, “Chain Reaction,” opposite Keanu Reeves and Morgan Freeman. 
She returned to the stage last summer in Neil Labute's latest play, "The Shape of Things," at the Almeida Theatre in the West End of London for which she received excellent reviews.  The play recently completed its run off Broadway. Weisz co-produced with Neil LaBute and stars in the film version of “The Shape of Thing” which will be released later this year.

Other upcoming projects include: “The Runaway Jury,” co-starring John Cusack, Gene Hackman, and Dustin Hoffman, “Marlowe,” starring Jude Law, and “Envy,” starring Ben Stiller, Jack Black, and Christopher Walken.

ANDY GARCIA (Gunther Butan)

Andy Garcia has established himself as one of todays most talented and versatile actors. One of Garcia’s most memorable experiences was working with Francis Ford Coppola on “The Godfather III.” Garcia received Oscar and Golden Globe nominations for his role in the Best Supporting Actor category.  He formed his own production company, CineSon Productions, in 1991.

Garcia starred with an A-list cast in Academy Award-winning director Steven Soderbergh’s “Oceans Eleven” for Warner Bros., which co-starred George Clooney, Brad Pitt and Julia Roberts. Garcia’s production credits include two independent films in which he served as both star and producer.  The first one “The Unsaid,” a psychological thriller which co-starred Teri Polo, Linda Cardellini and Vincent Kartheiser.  The other, “The Man From Elysian Fields,” a drama co-starring Mick Jagger, James Coburn, Julianna Margulies, Olivia Williams and Anjelica Huston.  “The Unsaid” screened at the Deauville Film Festival and the Palm Springs Film Festival.  “The Man From Elysian Fields” screened at the Toronto Film Festival as well as at the Sundance Film Festival and was released by Samuel Goldwyn Films in the fall of 2002.  He was last seen in “Just Like Mona” and can be seen in the soon to be released “Blackout,” starring alongside Ashley Judd and Samuel L. Jackson.

Garcia received an Emmy nomination and a Golden Globe nomination for his starring role as the legendary Cuban trumpeter Arturo Sandoval in HBO’s 2000 biopic “For Love Or Country:  The Arturo Sandoval Story”. 

Garcia has been married to Marivi Lorido Garcia since 1982.  The couple lives in Los Angeles with their three children Dominik, Daniella and Alessandra, and they are expecting their first son in February.

DUSTIN HOFFMAN (The King)

A two-time Oscar winner and seven-time nominee, Dustin Hoffman is distinguished as one of the cinema's most acclaimed leading actors.  Born in Los Angeles, he attended Santa Monica Community College and later studied at the Pasadena Playhouse before moving to New York to study with Lee Strasberg.

Hoffman's first stage role was in the Sarah Lawrence College production of Gertrude Stein's "Yes Is For A Very Young Man" and led to several roles Off Broadway, which brought him to the attention of director Mike Nichols, who casted Hoffman in his Academy Award-nominated title role in "The Graduate."

Hoffman has since been nominated for six more Academy Awards, for such diverse films as "Midnight Cowboy," "Lenny," "Tootsie" (a film he also produced through his company, Punch Productions), and "Wag the Dog", and winning the Oscar for "Kramer Vs. Kramer" in 1979 and again in 1988 for “Rain Man.”

Other film credits include "Little Big Man," "Straw Dogs," "Papillon," "All the President's Men," "Marathon Man," "Straight Time," "Agatha," "Ishtar," "Dick Tracy," "Billy Bathgate," "Hook," "Hero," "Sleepers," "Sphere," "American Buffalo," "Outbreak," and "Mad City." Hoffman recently appeared in Brad Silberling’s “Moonlight Mile,” starring opposite Susan Sarandon.

Hoffman's stage work has been equally impressive, returning to Broadway in 1974 for his stage directorial debut, "All Over Town," and in 1984 to star as Willy Loman in the revival of "Death of a Salesman," which he also produced and for which he earned the Drama Desk Award for Best Actor and an Emmy Award when the production was filmed as a special presentation for television.  He would reprise his long run on the London stage as Shylock in "The Merchant of Venice" and receive a Tony Award nomination.

Hoffman also produced the feature film "A Walk on the Moon," and executive produced, and won two Emmy Awards, for "The Devil's Arithmetic."

His upcoming projects include: “The Runaway Jury,” starring opposite John Cusack, Gene Hackman, and Rachel Weisz.  He can soon be seen in “Neverland,” starring Johnny Depp and Kate Winslet. 

PAUL GIAMATTI (Gordo)

Paul Giamatti captured the eyes of America in Betty Thomas’s hit comedy “Private Parts.” Since then, he has had an extensive list of film credits that included Milos Formans’s “Man on the Moon,” Tim Robbins’s “The Cradle Will Rock,” F. Gary Gray’s “The Negotiator,” Steven Spielberg’s “Saving Private Ryan,” Peter Weir’s “The Truman Show,” and Mike Newell’s “Donnie Brasco.”

Giamatti was also seen in “Big Momma’s House” opposite Martin Lawrence, Bruce Paltrow’s “Duets” opposite Gwyneth Paltrow, Todd Solondz’s “Storytelling,” and Tim Burton’s “Planet of the Apes.”  Paul was most recently seen in Peter Hewitt’s “Thunderpants,” and in “Big Fat Liar” where he had a headlining role starring opposite Frankie Muniz.

As an accomplished stage actor, Giamatti appeared on Broadway as Jimmy Tomorrow in “The Iceman Cometh,” a performance for which he received a Drama Desk nomination for Best Supporting Actor.  His Broadway credits also include “The Three Sisters” directed by Scott Elliot, “Racing Demon” directed by Richard Eyre and “Arcadia” directed by Trevor Nunn.

Television credits include HBO’s “Winchell” opposite Stanley Tucci and Jane Anderson’s “If These Walls Could Talk II.”  He has also appeared in guest roles on both “Homicide” and “NYPD Blue.”  He next can be seen in the HBO film “American Splendor,” in which he portrays famed underground comic book writer Harvey Pekar, which premiered at the 2003 Sundance Film Festival.

FRANKY G (Lupus)

Growing up in Flushing, Queens, Franky G’s life dream was to be an actor.  While becoming an incredible athlete as well as a student, in a tough neighborhood, Franky was awarded the opportunity to play running back at Northeastern Oklahoma University.  When a knee injury ended his athletic career, he supported himself working as a bouncer and security guard, while taking his shot at being an actor.

Franky began the pursuit of an acting career by doing Off-Broadway shows, such as “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest” and “Does a Tiger Wear a Necktie.” When browsing through Backstage Magazine, looking for potential roles to pursue, he sent in a photo of himself to a director by the name of Eric Eason for a small digital film called “Manito.”  After waiting his turn with over 100 other actors, he was offered the job immediately after his first audition.  Little did Franky know that only five months later he would be on an airplane headed West for the first time in his life to the Sundance Film Festival where “Manito” would screen for the first time and go on to win the Best Ensemble Cast Award.

Only a few weeks after the Festival, Franky landed the job in CONFIDENCE. He 

will also be seen later this year in the film “The Italian Job” for director F. Gary Gray.  In this feature, Franky will once again be surrounded by talented actors, such as Mark Wahlberg, Charlize Theron, Edward Norton and Gene Hackman.  He can also be seen in Lions Gate upcoming project “Wonderland,” starring Val Kilmer, Kate Bosworth, and Lisa Kudrow.

BRIAN VAN HOLT (Miles)

With a strong understated presence, Brian Van Holt has a quiet intensity that absolutely transcends the big screen. Demonstrating versatility and skill in a range of unique and unconventional performances, Van Holt is quickly proving to be one of the most sought after actors of his generation.

Van Holt recently starred opposite Josh Hartnett in Ridley Scott’s “Black Hawk Down”, portraying Task Force Ranger Strueker, who leads a convoy of Humvees to rescue a downed Black Hawk pilot in Mogadishu, Somalia.  Van Holt was also seen last year in John Woo’s action drama “Windtalkers.” Starring opposite Nicholas Cage and Christian Slater, Van Holt played a young U.S. Marine officer assigned to protect a Navajo “code-talker” during WW2. Van Holt recently completed production on the John McTiernan-directed military thriller “Basic,” in which he stars opposite John Travolta and Samuel L. Jackson.  His other upcoming project includes “S.W.A.T.” starring Colin Farrell, Samuel L. Jackson, and Michelle Rodriguez.

DONAL LOGUE (Whitworth)

Donal Logue came to major prominence in the film “The Tao of Steve,” the story of a larger-than-life, philosophizing lothario, which debuted at the 2000 Sundance Film Festival, and won Donal a Special Jury Prize for Outstanding Performance.  The comedy was directed by Jenniphr Goodman.

He can currently be seen this spring on the WB Carsey-Werner sit-com, “Grounded for Life,” in which he plays a young father who wrestles with his need to be responsible and his desperate desire to be irresponsible.  

In 1989, Logue landed a part in the Michael Newell-directed CBS mini-series “Common Ground,” and in the American Playhouse movie “Darrow.” He moved to Los Angeles in 1991 where he was cast in the film “Sneakers.”  His career took off and he appeared in memorable films as “The Patriot,” “Runaway Bride,” “Jerry McGuire,” “Reindeer Games,” “Diabolique,” “And The Band Played On,” “Blade,” “Little Women,” “Heaven and Earth,” “Metro,” “The Grave” and “Gettysburg.”  He also created the character of “Jimmy the Cabdriver” for a series of award winning MTV promos and has appeared in numerous television shows. Logue lives in Los Angeles and has two children. 
LUIS GUZMAN (Manzano)

One of the most versatile actors in movies today, Luis Guzman recently co-starred in “Punch-Drunk Love,” directed by Paul Thomas Anderson and starring Adam Sandler, and “Welcome To Collinwood” with George Clooney.  He also could be seen last year in Kevin Reynolds “The Count of Monte Cristo,” and Ron Underwood’s “The Adventures of Pluto Nash.”

Guzman has appeared in three films for Sidney Lumet, “Guilty as Sin,” “Family Business” and “Q & A”; two films for Brian De Palma, “Snake Eyes” and “Carlito’s Way”; and three films for Steven Soderbergh, “Traffic,” “The Limey” (for which he received an Independent Spirit Award nomination for Best Supporting Actor) and “Out Of Sight.”

Upcoming projects include: “The Runaway Jury,” starring John Cusack, Gene Hackman, Dustin Hoffman, Rachel Weisz, “When Harry Met Lloyd: Dumb&Dumber,” starring Cheri Oteri and and Peter Segal’s “Anger Management,” starring Jack Nicholson and Adam Sandler.

MORRIS CHESTNUT (Travis)

Since his debut as Ricky Baker in John Singleton’s “Boyz In the Hood,” Morris Chestnut has consistently portrayed powerful African American characters.  He most recently starred in the Twentieth Century Fox feature “Like Mike” and “Half Past Dead,” opposite Steven Seagal and Ja Rule.

Chestnut starred opposite Alan Alda in the Showtime feature “The Killing Yard” which premiered at the 2002 Toronto Film Festival.  Chestnut’s independent features include “Scenes of the Crime,” directed by Dominique Forma, and stars Noah Wyle and Jeff Bridges.  

Chestnut is known for his roles in “The Brothers,” “The Best Man” and “Boyz In the Hood.” In “The Brothers” he starred opposite Bill Bellamy, D.L. Hughley and Shemar Moore, who are four friends beginning to question relationships, when one of them gets engaged.   In Malcolm Lee’s “The Best Man,” he played Lance, the hottest pro running back with the best of everything.  He received a NAACP Image Award nomination and the film also won the award for Best Motion Picture.  John Singlton’s “Boyz In The Hood” introduced the world to the struggles, hopes and dreams of inner city youth while trying to survive in a world controlled by gangs.  


ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

JAMES FOLEY (Director)

Themes have always been vital to James Foley’s filmmaking.  The complexities of his films have drawn the best and brightest actors-ranging from Gene Hackman and Al Pacino to Sean Penn and Kevin Spacey.  

His debut film, the teen thriller “Reckless” starring Aidan Quinn and Daryl Hannah, established his unique ability to combine suspense with complicated, unsentimental character portraits.  He next directed the critically admired “At Close Range,” starring Sean Penn, Christopher Walken, Christopher Penn and Mary Stuart Masterson in a story that probed to the dark heart of family ties by exploring the relationship between a criminal father and his coming-of-age sons.

Switching gears again, Foley directed Madonna in her first major leading role in the screwball comedy “Who’s That Girl?,” before delving into the noir world of Jim Thompson in the acclaimed “After Dark, My Sweet,” starring Jason Patric, Rachel Ward and Bruce Dern.  Foley also directed “Glengarry Glen Ross,” featuring a stellar cast including Jack Lemmon, Al Pacino and Kevin Spacey, the no-holds-barred screen version brought Mamet’s scorchingly funny tale of moral chaos to cinematic life.

Foley’s other films include “Two Bits,” “Fear,” “The Chamber,” and “The Corrupter.” Twice in his career, Foley has stepped briefly away from cinema for forays into innovative television, directing David Lynch’s “Twin Peaks” and Robert Altman’s “Gun” series on ABC.

DOUG JUNG (Screenwriter)

Doug Jung graduated from New York University Film School.  After graduation, Jung started writing for television dramas. “Confidence” is his first feature film script. Jung is currently working on screenplays for Universal and Warner Brothers Pictures.

JUAN RUIZ-ANCHIA (Director of Photography)

Juan Ruiz-Anchia was born in Bilbao, Spain in 1949. He graduated in 1972 from the Escuela Oficial de Cinematografia in Madrid. He went on to attend the American Film Institute and graduated in 1979. His AFI film, “Miss Lonelyhearts,” won a prize at Cannes and was shown on PBS.  Some of his other films include “Off the Map” and “The House on Turk Street.”
MARC BUTAN (Producer)

Marc Butan, Executive Vice President of Lions Gate Films Productions, began his career working in investment banking, where he spent two years at Kidder, Peabody & Co. and three more years at Prudential Securities.  In 1998, Butan left Prudential to run Ignite Entertainment, an independent film production company founded by Michael Burns.  During Butan's tenure as President of Ignite Entertainment, the Company produced five films including Sundance Film Festival favorite and indie hit "But I'm A Cheerleader" starring Natasha Lyonne and Clea DuVall; TriStar's Pictures "The Suburbans" starring Jennifer Love Hewitt, Will Ferrell, Amy Brennamen and Ben Stiller; and Miramax Films' "Get Over It" starring Kirsten Dunst, Shane West and Colin Hanks.  In 2001, Lions Gate Entertainment absorbed Ignite and Butan was named Executive Vice President of Production for the mini-major.  While at Lions Gate, Butan has produced “Confidence,” directed by James Foley and stars Ed Burns, Rachel Weisz, Andy Garcia, and Dustin Hoffman.  He is also producing “Godsend,” starring Robert De Niro, Greg Kinnear, and Rebecca Romijn-Stamos.  Butan has supervised and served as an Executive Producer on Academy Award-winner Roger Avary's film "The Rules Of Attraction" based on the novel by Bret Easton Ellis, which stars James Van Der Beek, Shannyn Sossamon and Jessica Biel.

 MICHAEL PASEORNEK (Producer)

Michael Paseornek, President of Lions Gate Films Productions, started the U.S. operation of Lions Gate Films predecessor Cinepix Film Properties (CFP) in New York, in 1993. When Lions Gate Entertainment purchased the indie producer/distributor in 1998, he was named President of Lions Gate Films Productions.  In that role, he has overseen all of the company's motion picture development and production initiatives for the past five years.

Paseornek has been instrumental recently in ramping up Lions Gate's feature film slate to 15 to 18 releases a year.  He served as executive producer of many of these films, including: the critically-acclaimed Oscar contender “Monster’s Ball,” directed by Marc Forster and starring Halle Berry, Billy Bob Thornton, Heath Ledger, Sean Combs and Peter Boyle; the urban comedy “The Wash,” directed by DJ Pooh and starring Dr. Dre, and Snoop Dogg; the thriller “Frailty,” starring Matthew McConaughey and Bill Paxton and “The Cat’s Meow,” directed by Peter Bogdanovich and starring Kirsten Dunst.  Other projects include “The Rules of Attraction,” directed by Roger Avary and starring James Van Der Beek, Shannon Sossamon, Jessica Biel and Kip Pardue in the adaptation of Bret Easton Ellis' best-selling book; and “Hypercube,” directed by Andrej Sekula.

Under Paseornek's production leadership, several Lions Gate films have received commercial success, critical recognition and festival acclaim since 1998, including: “American Psycho,” “Shadow of the Vampire” and “Buffalo 66.”

MICHAEL BURNS (Producer)

Michael Burns is Vice Chairman and a director of Lions Gate Entertainment, which creates, produces and distributes a broad range of motion picture, television, and other filmed entertainment content worldwide.

Burns spearheads Lions Gate’s interaction with financial institutions and the investment community, while working closely with CEO Jon Feltheimer on the development and implementation of Lions Gate’s long-term strategic plan.  Additionally, Burns supervises the Company’s expanding motion picture production operations, which generated the Academy Award-winning hit “Monster’s Ball.”

On the entrepreneurial front, Burns has served as chairman of Ignite Entertainment, a Los Angeles-based entertainment production company, was co-founder of the Hollywood Stock Exchange (www.hsx.com) and currently serves as chairman of Novica.com.  Novica, in association with National Geographic, has constructed a global infrastructure that enables thousands of world artisans to directly access the world market through online and wholesale channels.

In the motion picture arena, Burns has produced or executive produced numerous theatrical releases including Sony’s “Dancer Texas, Pop 81,” and “The Suburbans,” Goldwyn’s “Desert Blue,” Palm’s “Six-String Samurai,” Miramax’s “Get Over It,” and Lions Gate’s “But I’m A Cheerleader” and “Monster’s Ball.”

Previously, Burns served for nine years as managing director and head of Prudential Securities Incorporated Los Angeles Investment Banking office.  While at Prudential, Burns specialized in raising equity in the media and entertainment space.  Prior to joining Prudential Securities, Burns spent nine years at Shearson Lehman Brothers Inc. (now Salomon Smith Barney) in New York City and Los Angeles.

Burns graduated with a B.S. from Arizona State University and received his M.B.A.    from The John E. Anderson Graduate School of Management at the University of California at Los Angeles.  Burns also received the Distinguished Leadership Award from the American Ireland Fund.

MICHAEL OHOVEN (Producer)

German businessman Michael Ohoven, formed Infinity International Entertainment Inc. in 2000 and is the company’s CEO.  He was raised and educated in Germany and learned financing and institutional investment at the prestigious Commerzbank.  He joined the International Corporate Affairs division of RTL Television, Europe’s largest private broadcaster, where he was mentored by the station's renowned founder, the television mogul Professor Helmut Thoma.  After two and a half years, Mr. Ohoven left the company to create Infinity International Entertainment.  Under his leadership, the company quickly established strong working relationships with major studios, talent representatives, and financial institutions, allowing it to complete production on five films, each featuring bankable star names, in its first two years of operations.  

ERIC KOPELOFF (Executive Producer/ Unit Production Manager)

Eric Kopeloff is currently producing “My American Dream” with Marc Forster for Lions Gate Films.  Kopeloff co-produced Lions Gate Films “Monster’s Ball,” directed by Forster, starring Billy Bob Thornton, Halle Berry, Heath Ledger and Peter Boyle.  Kopeloff served as the production executive/associate producer on the film “Get Well Soon” for Lions Gate Films starring Courtney Cox and Vincent Gallo.  Other recent credits include associate produced/ line produced "Perfume" starring Jeff Goldblum, Rita Wilson, Mariel Hemingway, Paul Sorvino, Peter Gallagher and Michelle Williams. Kopeloff co-produced the independent features "Ropewalk" starring Peter Facinelli, Fred Ward, Frank Vincent, Lena Headey and Max Perlich; associate produced  "Home Sweet Hoboken" starring Ben Gazzara, Aida Turturro, and Issach deBankoe; produced an Eric Bogosian monologue, "The Wedding Toast," directed by Bob Balaban, airing on Showtime. 

BILL ARNOLD (Production Designer)

William Arnold made his debut as a production designer on the feature film “Mo' Money” in 1992. He first started as an art director in 1988 on the feature film “Music Box,” and continued as an art director on “Losing Isaiah,” “The Bridges of Madison County,” and “Snow Falling on Cedars.” His art direction credits also include “LA Confidential” and “Pleasantville” with both pictures garnering Academy Award nominations in the category of Best Art Direction. He was Co-Production Designer for the film “Magnolia,” and Production Designer for the films “Slackers,” “Punch-Drunk Love,” and “Confidence.” 

SHEILA JAFFE (Casting Director)

Sheila Jaffe is co-executive of Walken & Jaffe Casting. She has cast several films and television series, winning an Emmy in 1999 and an Artios Award in 2000 for The Sopranos. Among the recent films she has cast include: “The Italian Job,” starring Mark Wahlberg, Ed Norton, Donald Sutherland, Charlize Theron, “Just Married,” directed by Shawn Levy and starring Ashton Kutcher and Brittany Murphy, “The Mothman Prophecies,” starring Richard Gere and Laura Linney and “The Banger Sisters,” starring Goldie Hawn and Susan Sarandon. 

MICHELE MICHEL (Costume Designer)

Michele Michel design credits include: Antoine Fuqua’s “Training Day,” Ken Loach’s “Bread and Roses” (official entry in the 2000 Cannes Film Festival), Rowdy Herrington I Witness,” and “La Donna del Moro,” the short film-winner at the 1993 Venice Film Festival.

Born in Mexico City, Michel was raised in Taxco with her family of silversmiths, “Los Castillo”.  Her grandmother, Mexican designer Tachi Castillo, inspired Michel to pursue a career in fashion.  In 1987, she graduated from the Istituto Europeo de Design in Rome, Italy.  Michel then worked as a junior fashion designer for several companies in Rome, Mexico City and Los Angeles.

In 1989, Michel started her career in film costume design at Cinecitta Studios in Rome.  Her first position was as a set-costumer on Francis Coppola’s “The Godfather: Part III.”  

Michel’s additional credits include: assistant costume designer on Michael Mann’s “The Insider,” and Andrew Niccol film “Simone”, starring Al Pacino and Catherine Keener, to be released in 2002; costume illustrator for “Austin Powers: Goldmember,” “Austin Powers: The Spy Who Shagged Me,” “Austin Powers, International Man of Mystery,” “The X-Men,” “Mystery Alaska,” “Bedazzled,” “Life,” and “Jackie Brown.”  She was the costume researcher for Bernardo Bertolucci’s “Little Buddha.” 
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1st Assistant Director
Max D. Day

2nd Assistant Director
Carla Rose Ponzio

2nd 2nd Assistant Director
Stacy Christenson

Key Set Production
Monica Kenyon

Set Production Assistant
Scott Kirkley


Michael Judd


Jadi McCurdy

Add’l Set Production Assistant
Rob Fabra


Randy Bookman


Annette Hobday

Production Supervisor
Rob Ortiz

Production Accountant
Sharon L. Vise

1st Assistant Accountant
Karen P. Morris

2nd Assistant Accountant
Tammy Apana-Dianda

Production Coordinator
Marj Ergas

Script Supervisor
Genie Babcock

Set Decorator
Maria Nay

Assistant Art Director
Sue Chan

Art Department Coordinator
Marissa Zajack

Property Master
Jeffrey M. O’Brien

Casting Associate
Meg Morman

Casting Assistant
Toni Williams

Extras Casting
Tracy Dixon

Costume Supervisor
Maritza L. Garcia-Roddy

Key Costumer
Marie Boller

Set Costumer
Trayce Field


Carol Quiroz

Dustin Hoffman’s Costumer
Marylou Lim

Costumer
Lis Bothwell

Seamstress
Julie Ramirez

Wardrobe Production Assistant
Alison Schmidt

Assistant Set Decorator
Tracey Doyle

Leadman
Scott Bailey

On Set Dresser
Martin Milligan

Set Dresser
Noe Walsh


Hector Gonzalez


Foster Vick

Set Decorating Buyer
Kimberley Rosenberg

Set Decorating Production Assistant
Melissa Givens


Animal Wrangler
Bob Dunn

Construction Coordinator
Rich McConnell

Labor Foreman
Doug Dow

Lead Painter
Luz

Stand-By Painter
Lilly Frank

Loader
Dave Seekins

“A” Camera/Steadicam Operator
Bruce Greene

“A” 1st Assistant Camera
Bob Heine

Add’l “A” 1st Assistant Camera
Jeff Hand

“A” 2nd Assistant Camera
Jen Bell

“B” Camera Operator
Bengt Jonsson

“B” 1st Assistant Camera
Todd Schlopy

Add’l “B” 1st Assistant Camera
Dennis Seawright

“B” 2nd Assistant Camera
Dale White

Sound Mixer
Thomas Brandau

Boom Operator
Joe Michalski

Utility
Brendan Beebe

Special Effects Coordinator
J.D. Streett

Locations Manager
Michael Paolillo

Key Assistant Locations Manager
Chris Baugh

Assistant Locations Manager
Naomi Motohashi


Yoshi Enoki, Jr.

Department Head Make-Up
Steve Artmont

Key Make-Up
Rick Sharp

Department Head Hair Stylist
Carol Pershing

Key Hairstylist
Georgina Williams

Product Placement
John Sacchi

Unit Publicists
Sylvia Desrochers


Kristin Borella

Assistant to Mr. Foley
Diane Rosenberg

Script Clearances
Cassandra Barbour

Assistant Production Coordinator
Mark Asaro

Production Secretary
Jonathan Behar

Office Production Assistants
Nathon S. Lewis 


Michael Pasqualone


Farah Khan

Assistant Prop Master
Carly Starr Brullo-Niles

Assistant Props
George Karnoff

Still Photographer
Richard Foreman

Add’l Still Photographer
Jamie Midgley

Additional Unit

Gaffer
David Morton

Best Boy Electric
Michael Baily

Electrician
Sherman Fulton


Tom Fendley


Larry Pausback

Rigging Gaffer
Derek Page

Rigging Best Boy Electrician
Jerry Wilson

Rigging Electrician
Ranan Galindo

Key Grip
Loren Corl

Best Boy Grip
Scott McGeo

Dolly Grip
Andy Crawford

Grip
Jerry Marshall


Mark Hyde


Sammy Escobar

Rigging Key Grip
G. Dhiensuwana

Rigging Best Boy Grip
Steve Frohardt

Rigging Grip
Victor Thiensuwana

Stunt Coordinator
Chuck Borden

Video Assistant
Dean Striepeke

Visual Effects
Raymond McIntyre, Jr.

President of Motion Picture Development & Production
Michael Paseornek

Executive Vice President of Motion Picture
Marc Butan

VP of Production
Donna Sloan

Manager of Production
Curtis Miller

Director of Development & Production
John Sacchi

Sr. VP, Physical Operations
Richard Jordan

EVP Business & Legal Affairs
Wayne Levin

Sr. VP Business & Legal Affairs
Robert Melnik

Creative Executive
Conrad Montgomery

Post Production Supervisor
Carl Pedregal

Post Production Coordinator
Frank Moshier

Music Coordinator
Stephanie Urcheck

