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ABOUT THE FILM

This, then, is the domain of Camden College, a small, affluent liberal arts college somewhere in New England, and its human satellites.

We offer, for your consideration, three members of Camden’s student body:


Sean Bateman (JAMES VAN DER BEEK), a striking young man with only a passing association with his emotions.  Having cut an unhealthy swath through the female population of Camden he is over his ears in debt and just an occasional visitor to his classes…


...Paul Denton (IAN SOMERHALDER), a cynical if highly intelligent young libertine whose proclivities lean very much toward the most beautiful face in the room--whether male or female--especially those with no interest whatsoever in sexual or emotional congress with him.  Once upon a time, Paul dated...


...Lauren Hynde (SHANNYN SOSSAMON), a beautiful if increasingly befuddled young woman seeking connections where few seem to exist, riding her skateboard into the ether of Camden’s social universe, which always seems to be perched on the precipice of the apocalypse.

Sean, Paul and Lauren are surrounded at Camden by their very good “friends”:  Lauren’s roommate Lara (JESSICA BIEL), whose carnal instincts far outweigh the bonds of camaraderie; the much sought-after Victor (KIP PARDUE), a chronic object of Lauren’s desire whose European sojourn has kept him out of her reach; Sean’s friend Mitchell (THOMAS IAN NICHOLAS), about to fall into the abyss of Bateman’s world; Paul’s posse (JAY BARUCHEL, JOEL MICHAELY and COLIN BAIN), always at the ready with a brittle quip; Kelly (KATE BOSWORTH), one of Sean’s innumerable and quickly forgotten conquests; and Marc (FRED SAVAGE), who mistakenly believes himself to be considerably more coherent than he actually is.

There are distinguished members of the Camden faculty, such as Mr. Lance Lawson (ERIC STOLTZ), who views himself as being young and cool enough to attend campus parties, and to occasionally suggest raising an attractive student’s grade point average in exchange for “extracurricular activity.”

Outside of the rarified world of Camden is the “townie” Rupert (CLIFTON COLLINS, JR.), a dealer who supplies Sean and plenty of other Camden students with their recreational pharmaceuticals...for a very good price.

And then there’s family:  Mrs. Denton (FAYE DUNAWAY), Paul’s elegant mother, the victim of too much money and too little love, as well as family friend Mrs. Jared (SWOOSIE KURTZ).  Together they enjoy their cocktails and prescription drugs over lunch with their sons who are just as high as their mothers.  

And so it goes, with endless rounds of drug-alcohol-and-sex-drenched campus fetes--such as The End of the World Party, The Dress to Get Screwed Party, and The Pre-Saturday Night Party  --inconveniently punctuated by sparsely-attended Camden classes.   

But human nature determines that in a highly imperfect world, the rules of attraction always apply...and among the co-eds at Camden College, the first rule is:  There are no rules.

Lions Gate Entertainment’s The Rules of Attraction is Academy Award winning director/writer ROGER AVARY’s scathingly insightful film adaptation of Bret Easton Ellis’ scabrously funny social satire of life and love among the young and the privileged.  Avary, who won his Oscar as co-writer of Pulp Fiction, previously directed cult classic Killing Zoe, which also starred Eric Stoltz.  

For The Rules of Attraction, Avary has assembled a remarkable group of actors, all of whom were drawn to become participants in Avary’s ambitious, incisive and highly contemporary comedy of very bad manners.  

For many of these talents, The Rules of Attraction represents a distinct and courageous change of pace from their previous work.

JAMES VAN DER BEEK has found stardom portraying title character Dawson Leery of the WB Network’s smash hit series Dawson’s Creek, as well as the highly successful feature Varsity Blues.  IAN SOMERHALDER starred in the WB’s coming-of-age drama series Young Americans, and most recently appeared alongside Kevin Kline, Hayden Christensen and Kristin Scott Thomas in Irwin Winkler’s feature, Life As A House.  SHANNYN SOSSAMON starred as the romantic lead opposite Heath Ledger in A Knight’s Tale and with Josh Hartnett in 40 Days and 40 Nights.  JESSICA BIEL stars as Mary Camden in the WB’s popular series 7th Heaven and had the lead opposite Freddie Prinze, Jr. in the Warner Bros. feature Summer Catch.

Other cast members include KATE BOSWORTH who acted alongside Ian Somerhalder in Young Americans and stars this summer in the highly anticipated surf movie Blue Crush; THOMAS IAN NICHOLAS, one of the randy high school students in the phenomenally successful American Pie and American Pie 2; KIP PARDUE, who starred opposite Sylvester Stallone in Renny Harlin’s Driven as well as the hit Jerry Bruckheimer production Remember the Titans; ERIC STOLTZ, one of the screen’s most versatile talents, who starred in Avary’s Killing Zoe and numbers among his many credits a wide range of mainstream and independent features, including Mask, Some Kind of Wonderful, Bodies, Rest & Motion and Sleep With Me, producing the latter two as well; CLIFTON COLLINS, JR., who made a dazzling impression on audiences as “Frankie Flowers” in Steven Soderbergh’s Traffic and in Joel Schumacher’s Tigerland; and FRED SAVAGE, who grew up before America’s eyes on The Wonder Years and is now very much a young veteran of stage and screen.  The cast also includes such fine young performers as JOEL MICHAELY (But I’m A Cheerleader) and newcomers COLIN BAIN (Long Shot with Britney Spears) and RUSSELL SAMS.

Also appearing in the film as Mrs. Denton, Paul’s mother, is the legendary FAYE DUNAWAY, whose extraordinary career has included such classics as Bonnie and Clyde, The Thomas Crown Affair, Chinatown and Network (for which she received an Academy Award for Best Actress) to such independent efforts as Don Juan DeMarco, Albino Alligator and The Yards.  Portraying Mrs. Jared, the similarly privileged mother of one of Paul’s former paramours, is SWOOSIE KURTZ, the highly honored performer of stage and screen who was a series regular on the popular Sisters.

The behind-the-camera talent of The Rules of Attraction includes producer GREG SHAPIRO of the innovative production company Kingsgate (Affliction, Simpatico, Investigating Sex); executive producer JEREMIAH SAMUELS (love jones, That Championship Season, The Wash); director of photography ROBERT BRINKMANN (The Truth About Cats and Dogs, The Cable Guy); production designer SHARON SEYMOUR (Reality Bites, Don Juan DeMarco, The Truth About Cats and Dogs); and costume designer LOUISE FROGLEY (The Limey, Traffic, Spy Game).

ABOUT THE PRODUCTION

The commencement of production on The Rules of Attraction represented the culmination of a 15-year-long effort by director/writer Roger Avary to bring Bret Easton Ellis’ withering social dissection to the screen, having become enamored of the novel upon its publication in 1987 as the author’s sophomore effort following Less Than Zero.  As the years progressed toward the turn of the 21st century, Avary found that the novel and its characters not only didn’t age, but actually resonate more in a time of increasing nihilism among the economically favored youth of America.  As a result, Avary eliminated the specific late 1980s setting of the story, feeling that The Rules of Attraction not only speaks of the current generation, but to them as well.  “It’s a complicated answer when I tell people that the story takes place during no time,” notes Avary.  “The film will contain an 80s conceit, be populated with present day dressings, but will exist--much like  Killing Zoe--in a bubble universe all its own.”

Avary was originally drawn to The Rules of Attraction because of its thematic connections to a period of social history that had particular fascination for him: the dissipation and dissolution of the French bourgeoisie in the 1930s, just before Hitler and the cataclysm of World War II catapulted their world into trivia.  And as an avowed and lifelong student of film (his work as a former video store clerk gave him access to thousands of titles), Avary recognized tangible links between The Rules of Attraction and Jean Renoir’s similarly titled 1939 classic The Rules of the Game.  “Something to keep in mind is that the 80s nihilism of Ellis’ work was very much alive in France during the 30s,” notes Avary.  

Provocative and often controversial, Bret Easton Ellis is one of the most uncompromising social chroniclers of his time.  In a series of often devastating novels--Less Than Zero, The Rules of Attraction, American Psycho, The Informers and Glamorama--Ellis has continuously picked at the scabs of materialism, trendiness and emotional stasis among his young, often frighteningly wealthy and wasteful characters.  Often, characters introduced in one novel will work their way into others, either as protagonists or secondary characters.  Hence, The Rules of Attraction’s Victor is the subject of Glamorama, and Sean Bateman is the brother of Patrick Bateman, the main character of the aptly titled American Psycho, which was the basis of the critically acclaimed Lions Gate film released in 2000 starring Christian Bale and directed by Mary Harron.

Avary set about to engage in the talents of some of the finest young performers working today.  “Casting James Van Der Beek as Sean Bateman was perceived by some as surprising and subversive,” admits Avary.  “’The Beek’ is one of the coolest guys I’ve ever met, and has just the qualities I needed for my version of Bateman--not to mention the will to go there.”  It didn’t take the writer/director long to make his choice for the right person to portray Lauren either.  “I met Shannyn Sossamon at her home and chatted for several hours about the screenplay,” says Avary, “and much to my delight our thematic discussion evolved into a therapy session.  I knew instantly that I had found my Lauren--to be portrayed as a contradiction of confidence and insecurity--and asked Shannyn to join our troupe for what measured up to be an amazing psychological adventure.”

Avary discovered the talented Ian Somerhalder so late in the game that the first day’s call sheet didn’t even carry the name of the actor selected to portray Paul Denton.  The director was convinced that he had found Paul upon seeing Somerhalder in the Irwin Winkler film Life As A House, and chose the young actor above many more often better-known performers.

Avary had already attracted what he calls “the best bunch of creative talents a person could ever hope to work with and a key crew roster that is unbelievable for a film of this size,” including director of photography Robert Brinkmann, production designer Sharon Seymour, costume designer Louise Frogley and first assistant director William Paul Clark, a veteran of several Quentin Tarantino films, including Pulp Fiction.  Nearly all crew members had one foot in the mainstream and the other in the independent film worlds, a perfect combination to assist Avary in bringing his quest to fruition.

Principal photography began in sizzling mid-August heat at the University of Redlands in Southern California’s San Bernardino County, selected as the location for cooler New England’s Camden College.  “There was lots of discussion as to why I’m choosing to shoot a movie that takes place in New England in the Los Angeles area,” notes Avary.  “Very simply, in my humble opinion, Los Angeles-based crews are the best and most capable in the world.  There is nothing like an L.A. crew for a potent mix of enthusiasm and ability.”  Avary also points to the fact that his first film, Killing Zoe--although entirely set in Paris--was almost entirely filmed in Los Angeles, save for two days on location in the French capital.  

As a result, Avary, producer Greg Shapiro, executive producer Jeremiah Samuels, production designer Sharon Seymour and location manager David Thornsberry set out to meticulously uncover locations across the length and breadth of Los Angeles which were suitable for the setting of the story.  They were deeply impressed with the classic Greek revival architecture of the University of Redlands, with many buildings dating from its 1907 founding.   All that was required was for cinematographer Robert Brinkmann and his camera crew to avoid the numerous palm trees at all costs...and for special effects coordinator Ron Bolanowski and his team to create the illusion of the chill New England winter by turning some 55,000 pounds of block ice into utterly convincing and real snow (abetted by softly falling artificial snow and visual effects supervisor Al Magliochetti’s convincing digital additions).  Miraculously, even in temperatures topping 100 degrees Fahrenheit, snow pumped from powerful hoses the previous night was still on the ground the following day!

Other locations for the film were discovered in such diverse communities as Pasadena, Marina del Rey, Sunland, Downey and central Los Angeles...all of them combining to create a unique universe that represents the melding of Bret Easton Ellis’ words with Roger Avary’s cinematic vision of The Rules of Attraction.

ABOUT THE CAST
JAMES VAN DER BEEK (Sean Bateman) had fate on his side for his entrance into the acting world, but it has been his dedication and talent that earned him a leading role in Dawson’s Creek and breakthrough feature film roles.

Prior to The Rules of Attraction, Van Der Beek starred opposite Dylan McDermott in Texas Rangers.  He also made a cameo appearance in Kevin Smith’s recent Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back as well as a starring role in Todd Solondz’s controversial Storytelling, opposite Selma Blair.

Suffering a mild concussion when he was 13 years old, the athletic Van Der Beek was not permitted to play on the football team that year.  So, for the first time, he decided to try out for the school play and landed the lead role of Danny Zuko in the school’s production of Grease.  Bitten by the acting bug, he continued to do local theatre in his hometown of Cheshire, Connecticut.

He was still focused on acting at age 16, so his mother agreed one summer to travel the three hours each way into New York City for him to pursue acting professionally.  The next year, he was cast in the off-Broadway play Finding the Sun, which was written and directed by Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright Edward Albee.  He describes this as the defining experience for him as an actor, and commuted six hours every day during the limited three-month run for rehearsals and performances in the middle of high school.

Van Der Beek’s first on-screen performance came with a role in the 1995 film Angus, and he was featured in I Love You...I Love You Not with Claire Danes.  His first major starring role was in the box-office hit Varsity Blues, which earned him a 1999 MTV Movie Award for Breakthrough Performance.  He also made a cameo appearance in Scary Movie, which earned him an award in a movie awards poll for MTV.com.

A dean’s list student, Van Der Beek received an academic scholarship from Drew University in Madison, N.J. where he studied English until the call came from Dawson’s Creek.  In what little free time he has, he enjoys writing and playing all kinds of sports.

IAN SOMERHALDER (Paul Denton) was most recently seen in Irwin Winkler’s feature Life As A House which also starred Kevin Kline, Kristin Scott Thomas, Hayden Christensen, Jena Malone and Mary Steenburgen.  Somerhalder was honored in April by Movieline Magazine’s “Young Hollywood Awards.”  He received the Fresh New Face Award for his work in Life As A House.  Somerhalder was one of the leads in the MTV Network feature, Anatomy of a Hate Crime.  Directed by Tim Hunter (River’s Edge, The Saint of Ft. Washington), the film examines the true story of the brutal murder of Matthew Shepard.  Somerhalder’s breakout opportunity came when he landed the role of Hamilton Fleming on the WB coming-of-age drama, Young Americans.  The series debuted in the summer of 2000 and gave Somerhalder the chance to prove that he was more than just a pretty face.  Additionally, he has had a guest-starring role on the CBS series Now and Again, and a recurring guest-host spot on MTV’s House of Style.

Somerhalder may also be recognized as the face of  “Guess” clothing.  He has been featured in their Fall campaigns for two years running.  What started out, as a summer gig became a life-changing journey that eventually led to full-time modeling opportunities in Europe and around the world.  While residing in New York, he worked on campaigns for such prestigious designers as Versace, Espirit, Persol, and a worldwide campaign for Levi Strauss.  He has stood in front of he camera for such leading photographers as Steven Meisel, Mario Testino and Bruce Weber.

The son of a massage therapist and a building contractor, Somerhalder was born and raised in the small town of Covington, Louisiana.  Boating, swimming, fishing and training horses filled much of his time growing up, as did the drama club and performing with the local theatre group.  At 17, he began pursuing acting in New York, and by 19 had committed himself to the craft, working with acting coach William Esper.  His fate was sealed while working as an extra in a club scene in the feature Black and White, when a talent manager visiting a client on set spotted Somerhalder’s striking look, in a crowd scene of 400 and immediately signed him for representation.  

SHANNYN SOSSAMON (Lauren Hynde), 22, headed from Reno to Los Angeles to dance, just one day after her high school graduation.  While holding down the turntables for a friend at a birthday party, she was spotted by the casting director for A Knight’s Tale.  Six auditions later, Sossamon earned the key role of Jocelyn, opposite Heath Ledger.  More recently, she played the lead opposite Josh Hartnett in 40 Days and 40 Nights and will be seen in the upcoming thriller The Sin Eater, starring again alongside Heath Ledger.

JESSICA BIEL (Lara) is a highly talented and diverse young woman.  The same year she was named to People Magazine’s “50 Most Beautiful” list, her soccer team went undefeated and won the league championship--all the while she was juggling a busy television and film career.

Last summer, Biel starred in the romantic comedy Summer Catch, starring Freddie Prinze, Jr.  In addition, Biel continues to play Mary Camden on the popular WB television series 7th Heaven, the number one rated show on that network.   This season Biel divides her time between the show and college, which she attends back East.

She made an impressive feature debut as the rebellious daughter in Victor Nunez’s critically acclaimed film Ulee’s Gold, with Peter Fonda.  Selected as the Centerpiece Premiere for the 1997 Sundance Film Festival and presented at Cannes, the movie opened to glowing reviews.  She also starred in the Disney holiday film I’ll Be Home for Christmas, with Jonathan Taylor Thomas.

Biel initially pursued a career as a vocalist, performing in musical theatre.  Starting at age 9, she starred in such productions as Annie, The Sound of Music and Beauty and the Beast.  She eventually turned to modeling and commercial work.  In 1994 she competed at the International Modeling and Talent Association’s Annual Conference and won a scholarship to the Young Actor’s Space in Los Angeles.

THOMAS IAN NICHOLAS (Mitchell) has had Hollywood take notice of him since his breakout role as Kevin in the hit film American Pie and its recent sequel, American Pie 2.  

Nicholas began his career when he was seven years old, portraying a young Tony Danza on the television series Who’s the Boss?  Since that first role, he has gone on to star in a number of feature films including 20th Century Fox’s Rookie of the Year, Disney’s A Kid in King Arthur’s Court and its sequel, A Kid in Aladdin’s Palace.

His numerous television credits include a guest-starring story arc on the last season of Party of Five and a recurring role on the series Dr. Quinn, Medicine Woman.

In addition to his passion for acting, Nicholas has a love for music.  His band, The T.I.N. Men, for which he writes, sings and plays guitar, released their first album, Something More, in 1998.  He is currently working on a solo project.

He recently wrapped production on Halloween: The Homecoming for Dimension Films opposite Busta Rhymes, Tyra Banks, Sean Patrick Thomas and Jamie Lee Curtis in Vancouver.  He can be seen with William H. Macy in the upcoming Stealing Sinatra, playing Frank Sinatra, Jr.

He is also currently co-writing a feature film What About Larry, with his brother Timbo.

KIP PARDUE (Victor) graduated from Yale University in 1998 and relocated to the West Coast to pursue an acting career.  He was recently seen starring in the car racing action hit Driven.   Next up is American Game with Rachel Leigh Cook, Cary Elwes and Annabella Sciorra.  Pardue portrays a member of a small town news crew that begins reporting on a series of local deaths, only later to become a prime suspect in the investigations.  In addition, Pardue just completed production on the independent film Strange Hearts, opposite Academy Award winner Robert Forster.

Before that, Pardue starred as football quarterback “Sunshine” in Disney’s hit film Remember the Titans with Denzel Washington and Will Patton.  Produced by Jerry Bruckheimer, the film tells the story of the first integrated high school football team in the state of Virginia.

Pardue recently completed production on the independent feature Vacuums in which he stars opposite Rose McGowan.  The musical drama, which was filmed in Romania, was co-written and directed by Luke Cresswell and Steve McNicholas, the duo that created the Broadway hit Stomp.  He also completed production on the independent film Rat in the Can, again, alongside Rose McGowan.

Prior to his acting career, the Atlanta, Georgia native found success in the modeling world, appearing in major campaigns for Polo and Abercrombie & Fitch.  Pardue then made his film debut in the independent feature But I’m A Cheerleader starring Clea DuVall and Natasha Lyonne, produced by Ignite Entertainment.  

ERIC STOLTZ (Mr. Lawson) who is an actor, producer and most recently director,  continues to add an eclectic group of film and television projects to his resume.

Last fall, Stoltz appeared on the small screen in ABC’s Once and Again, opposite Sela Ward, Billy Campbell, Steven Weber and Marin Hinkle.  

Stoltz recently made his directorial debut with My Horrible Year! for Paramount Classics in conjunction with Showtime.  The film stars Karen Allen and Mimi Rogers and aired on Showtime last summer.

On the big screen, Stoltz was last seen in the critically acclaimed film The House of Mirth, directed by Terence Davies and starring Gillian Anderson and Laura Linney.  He also starred opposite Helen Mirren and Peter Fonda in The Passion of Ayn Rand.  Stoltz portrayed Nathaniel Branden, a young author who had a tangled 15-year affair with the celebrated novelist (played by Mirren).  The film debuted at the Sundance Film Festival, and won Mirren a Golden Globe Award.

Most recently, Stoltz worked on Mike Bencivenga’s Happy Hour opposite Anthony LaPaglia for Davis Entertainment Classics.  

Stoltz also starred in Noah Baumbach’s comedy, Mr. Jealousy.  Released by Lions Gate, the film is Stoltz’ third in which he undertook producer’s duties as well as starring in the film, following Sleep With Me and Bodies, Rest & Motion.  Mr. Jealousy also starred Annabella Sciorra and Bridget Fonda.

Other feature films include Quentin Tarantino’s Pulp Fiction, Little Women with Winona Ryder, Rob Roy opposite Liam Neson and Jessica Lange, Two Days in the Valley with Jeff Daniels, Allison Anders’ Grace of My Heart with John Turturro, Anaconda with Jon Voight and Jennifer Lopez and Arthur Penn’s Inside with Nigel Hawthorne.

It was his startling portrayal of Rocky Dennis in Peter Bogdanovich’s Mask that first gained Stoltz nationwide attention.  Starring opposite Cher, Stoltz’s work earned him a Golden Globe nomination.  Additional films include the David Puttnam produced Memphis Belle, John Hughes’ Some Kind of Wonderful and Amy Heckerling’s Fast Times at Ridgemont High with Sean Penn.  Stoltz has also performed cameos in the Cameron Crowe films Jerry Maguire, Singles and Say Anything.

Stoltz has starred in a number of successful independent films including Kicking and Screaming, again being directed by Baumbach, and Roger Avary’s Killing Zoe, the 1992 Sundance Film Festival winner, The Waterdance opposite Helen Hunt, and the Martin Scorsese produced Naked in New York.  He has also worked with acclaimed director Dusan Makavejev in the film A Night of Love with Alfred Molina, as well as Ivan Passer in Haunted Summer with Laura Dern.

On stage, Stoltz starred in the Broadway production of Chekhov’s The Three Sisters.  Previously, he was honored with a Tony Award nomination for his work in the Broadway revival of Thornton Wilder’s Our Town.  He later reprised the role when the play was filmed for PBS’ Great Performances series.  Other New York stage work includes Tony Walton’s directing debut of The Importance of Being Earnest, Lincoln Center’s Two Shakespearean Actors and Horton Foote’s The Widow Claire.

Stoltz’ television work includes a season on the critically acclaimed drama Chicago Hope, and a recurring role as Helen Hunt’s former boyfriend on Mad About You.  Other credits include appearances on Homicide, the TNT cable movie Foreign Affairs with Joanne Woodward, and the PBS American Playhouse movie Sensibility and Sense.

When he’s not working in New York City or Los Angeles, Stoltz spends his spare time on his ranch in New Mexico.

FAYE DUNAWAY (Mrs. Denton), an Academy Award, Emmy and three-time Golden Globe Award winner, has excelled as one of America’s most distinguished actresses for more than three decades.  

Born in Bascom, Florida and raised and educated in various American and European towns, Dunaway is the daughter of a career Army officer.  After attending the University of Florida and the School of Fine and Applied Arts at Boston University, she headed for New York in search of an acting career.  She joined the Lincoln Center Repertory Company in 1962 and appeared in such plays as A Man For All Seasons and After the Fall.  Her performance in the off-Broadway production Hogan’s Goat led to her 1967 screen debut in The Happening.  A few months later she made a considerable impression in the role of gun moll Bonnie Parker opposite Warren Beatty’s Clyde Barrow in Arthur Penn’s iconoclastic classic Bonnie and Clyde, for which she received her first Oscar nomination.  Dunaway soon became one of the most sought-after stars in Hollywood and international films, receiving another nomination for Roman Polanski’s Chinatown and winning for Sidney Lumet’s Network in 1976.

Since the beginning of her career, Dunaway has performed in an impressive range of mainstream and independent films, telefeatures and miniseries, gathering honors along the way.  Her feature credits have included Hurry Sundown, The Thomas Crown Affair (both Norman Jewison’s 1968 original and John McTiernan’s 1999 remake), Elia Kazan’s The Arrangement, Penn’s Little Big Man, Puzzle of a Downfall Child, Stanley Kramer’s Oklahoma Crude, Richard Lester’s The Three Musketeers and The Four Musketeers, The Towering Inferno, Sydney Pollack’s Three Days of the Condor, Voyage of the Damned, Eyes of Laura Mars, Franco Zeffirelli’s The Champ, Mommie Dearest, The Wicked Lady, Supergirl, Christopher Columbus, Barfly, Wait Until Spring, Bandini, The Handmaid’s Tale, The Two Jakes, Emir Kusturica’s Arizona Dream, The Temp, Don Juan DeMarco, Dunston Checks In, The Chamber, Kevin Spacey’s Albino Alligator, Luc Besson’s The Messenger: The Story of Joan of Arc and James Gray’s The Yards.

Dunaway’s work on television has included performances as several historical personalities, including Wallis Warfield Simpson in The Woman I Love, Sister Aimee Semple MacPherson in The Disappearance of Aimee, the title character in Evita Peron, and Margaret Sanger in the miniseries A Will of Their Own, as well as such other TV movies as The Country Girl, Agatha Christie’s ‘Thirteen at Dinner,’ Casanova, Cold Sassy Tree, Silhouette, Columbo: It’s All in the Game (for which she won the coveted Emmy Award), A Family Divided, The People Next Door, The Twilight of the Golds (receiving a Screen Actors Guild Award for her efforts), Rebecca, Gia, Running Mates and the miniseries Ellis Island.

Dunaway has won Golden Globe Awards for her work in Network, Ellis Island and Gia, with additional nominations for Bonnie and Clyde, Puzzle of a Downfall Child, Chinatown, Three Days of the Condor, Barfly, Columbo: It’s All in the Game and Running Mates.  She also won a Golden Satellite Award for Gia and the British Academy Award for her work in both Bonnie and Clyde and Hurry Sundown, also receiving nominations for Chinatown and Network.  She received a Lifetime Achievement Award at the ShoWest Convention in 1995.

SWOOSIE KURTZ (Mrs. Jared) is one of the most honored performers in her profession.   Kurtz soon embarked on a remarkable theatre career, winning Tony Awards for her performances on Broadway in Lanford Wilson’s Fifth of July (also collecting the Drama Desk and Outer Critics Circle Awards) and John Guare’s The House of Blue Leaves.  She made her motion picture debut in First Love, embarking on a feature career that has also included roles in Slap Shot, Oliver’s Story, The World According to Garp, Against All Odds, Wildcats, Bright Lights, Big City, Dangerous Liaisons, Stanley & Iris, Reality Bites, Citizen Ruth, Liar Liar, Cruel Intentions, Get Over It and Bubble Boy.  

Kurtz’s career in television has been truly remarkable.  She won the Emmy Award as Outstanding Guest Actress in a Comedy Series in 1990 for Carol & Company, and received seven additional Emmy nominations: two in successive years for her starring role opposite Tony Randall in the series Love, Sidney; for the miniseries The Image in 1990; two more for her hugely popular series Sisters; and one each for the miniseries And the Band Played On and a guest performance on ER.  She was also nominated for a Golden Globe for her performance in the cable TV movie Baja Oklahoma, as well as a Screen Actors Guild Award nomination for Sisters.

Kurtz’s other TV appearances include the telefeatures The Wild Girls, The Positively True Adventures of the Alleged Texas Cheerleader-Murdering Mom, One Christmas, My Own Country, the miniseries More Tales of the City and the television adaptations of the plays Ah, Wilderness!, Fifth of July, Harvey and The House of Blue Leaves.  She’s also guest-starred on such series as Kojak, Touched By An Angel and The Outer Limits, and had a recurring role on Suddenly Susan.

KATE BOSWORTH (Kelly) spent most of her childhood in different cities and states, including San Francisco, Connecticut and Cohasset, Massachusetts.  It was there that Kate, at the age of 14 and a champion equestrian, learned of a casting call for a movie about horses.  Although Bosworth attended the open audition in New York for the Robert Redford film The Horse Whisperer simply in hopes of getting the experience of what it was like to audition for a movie, she won the role of the female lead’s best friend.  Her previous acting experience had consisted of singing at county fairs in California and acting in a community theatre production of Annie.

Fearful that an early career would rob her of her childhood, she took 18 months off before opting to plunge into acting again.  In 2000, she landed the role of the bratty sister in the feature film Newcomers and the part of a football co-captain’s girlfriend in Remember the Titans.  She was then cast as one of the stars (along with her The Rules of Attraction colleague Ian Somerhalder) in the WB series Young Americans.  In her most recent film, she plays a dedicated surfer, opposite Michelle Rodriguez and directed by John Stockwell (Crazy/Beautiful). 

In her spare time, Bosworth volunteers with various non-profit organizations, including a Los Angeles program for physically challenged children who learn to ride horses with assistance.  

JAY BARUCHEL (Harry), a Canadian-born actor, and relatively new to American audiences, Baruchel is already an acclaimed veteran of the entertainment industry, despite his youth.  Born in Ottawa, he spent his childhood in his parents’ native Montreal where his passion with acting and filmmaking began.  In pursuit of an acting career, Baruchel attended Montreal’s performing arts school FACE, where he left his mark as founder of the school’s first film festival.

Baruchel landed his first job at the age of 12 on the Nickelodeon hit television series Are You Afraid of the Dark?, transforming what was to be a one-time guest appearance into a recurring role.  The role was a springboard for his career, leading to his first Canadian series, My Hometown, in which he starred in 39 episodes.

On the big screen, Baruchel made his debut with a small but memorable role in the Academy Award-winning coming-of-age film Almost Famous.  While fleshing out the role of a rock groupie who gets Robert Plant to sign his T-shirt, Baruchel so impressed Cameron Crowe that the director allowed him to improvise at will.  Baruchel’s passion for film goes well beyond acting--a true movie buff, he has compiled a personal library of over 500 films.

A natural comic talent, Baruchel has performed stand-up and sketch comedy throughout Montreal, honing his ability as a writer.  Currently, he can be seen on the small screen starring as a college freshman in Fox’s hit “Undeclared.”

CLIFTON COLLINS, JR. (Rupert) gained attention for two diverse roles last year, as drug dealer Francisco Flores (aka Frankie Flowers) in Steven Soderbergh’s acclaimed Traffic (for which he, along with other cast members, won the Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance), and as Miter in Joel Schumacher’s Tigerland.  He was most recently seen in The Last Castle, alongside Robert Redford.  Directed by Rod Lurie , Collins portrayed a mentally handicapped inmate who befriends his rebellious cellmate, played by Redford.

After making his motion picture debut in Lawrence Kasdan’s Grand Canyon, Collins has been seen in such films as Menace II Society, Dead Presidents, Sgt. Bilko, The Replacement Killers, The Wonderful Ice Cream Suit, Light It Up and Price of Glory.  On television, Collins has been seen in such movies as For Richer, For Poorer, Witch Hunt and The Defenders: Taking the First, as well as a series regular on Crisis Center and guest appearances on Acapulco H.E.A.T., Walker, Texas Ranger, Land’s End, ER, NYPD Blue and Martial Law.  

Upcoming projects include Mindhunters, which centers around a group of FBI profilers on a remote training mission.  Costars include Val Kimer and L.L. Cool J.  In addition, Collin can be seen in An American Girl, opposite Brad Renfro and Jena Malone.

Collins, the grandson of famed character actor Pedro Gonzales-Gonzales, won a Nosotros Golden Eagle Award as Most Promising Actor in 1998.

FRED SAVAGE (Marc) began acting at age 9 in The Boy Who Could Fly in 1986, winning wider attention as the bedridden boy to whom Peter Falk reads the story of The Princess Bride in Rob Reiner’s popular film.  In 1988, Savage was cast in the lead role of Kevin Arnold in The Wonder Years, which earned him two Emmy nominations, two Golden Globe nominations and the enduring affection of American audiences.  He was also seen in the features Vice Versa, Little Monsters (in which he worked with younger brother Ben Savage) and The Wizard.  On television, Savage was also seen in the series Morningstar/Eveningstar, Runaway Ralph and Working, and the telefeatures Convicted: A Mother’s Story, Run Till You Fall, When You Remember Me, Christmas on Division Street and No One Would Tell.   More recently, Savage will play himself alongside Mike Myers in this summer’s Austin Powers in Goldmember, and stars in George Clooney’s directorial debut Confessions of a Dangerous Mind.

RUSSELL SAMS (Dick Jared) was born and raised in Clinton, Tennessee and grew up never imaging that he would one day pursue an acting career.  His attraction to acting began when he went away to college, attending the University of Tennessee, and was cast in the plays Jeffrey and Cabaret.  He also performed at the Clarence Brown Theater in such productions as Orestia, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Homefront and Barefoot in the Park.  Thus, a love for theater and a passion for acting were formed which ultimately lead him to L.A. 

Since his arrival to The City of Angels he has completed the independent film What Matters Most, costarring Chad Allen and Marshall Tieg. The Rules of Attraction will represent Sam’s first major feature film appearance. His small screen credits include the Columbia TriStar/CBS pilot Sam’s Circus and was a guest star on the same network’s series JAG.  He also guest starred on the Fox family comedy Grounded for Life and most currently could be seen in a guest role on the ABC drama Philly.
COLIN BAIN (Donald) is originally from Austin, Texas, and got his start  by doing print modeling there.  At the age of 17, he was sent to Dallas, then on to New York and finally to Milan, Italy, to work for CK Jeans campaigns.

Bain came to Los Angeles for print work and stayed to pursue an acting career.  He got his first break as a series regular in the non-union pilot, Off Campus.  He continued studying and booked featured roles in television and film.

A significant break came when Bain was cast in Long Shot with Britney Spears and Paul Sorvino.  The film was directed by Lionel Martin and is currently awaiting release.

Bain went on to test for several pilots while continuing to improve his craft at the Larry Moss Studios.  In his spare time, he trains in martial arts and related combat weapons as well as enjoying rock climbing, skiing and weight lifting.  Bain also donates both time and energy to the Children’s’ United Nations.

JOEL MICHAELY (Raymond), perhaps best known for his role as an “X-Files Guy” in Can’t Hardly Wait, was also seen in the Sundance Film Festival hit But I’m A Cheerleader and, more recently, in last year’s critical favorite Ghost World, with Thora Birch and Steve Buscemi.  His up and coming projects include Rent Control, with Melissa Joan Hart and Carmen Electra and most recently Joel could be seen in L.A.X  and Replica Kate.
Michaely’s other credits include Greg Araki’s MTV pilot This is How the World Ends, If Tomorrow Comes, Roomies and recurring roles on Sabrina the Teenage Witch and the WB Network’s Unhappily Ever After.

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS
ROGER AVARY (Director/Writer), a former video store clerk from Manhattan beach, California is a self-proclaimed charter member of what he calls “the video store generation.”  The first generation of information age filmmakers with complete and total access to a database of tens of thousands of films at any given moment...something no other generation before his can claim.

His first feature film, the cult classic Killing Zoe, garnered best film awards in Japan’s Yubari International Film Festival, Italy’s MystFest and the Cannes Festival’s Prix Tres Special.  The film, which starred Eric Stoltz, Julie Delpy and Jean-Hugues Anglade, was released by New York based October Films and has won favorable, if not heated, reviews.  It has been hailed by Daily Variety, Cahiers du Cinema and The Village Voice as one of the finest debut films in the last 20 years.  Killing Zoe was recently reissued on DVD by Artisan Entertainment.

In 1994 Avary wrote, directed and produced a pilot for an international syndicated television series for Rysher Entertainment titled Mr. Stitch, starring Rutger Hauer.  In 1997 Avary collaborated with Aaron Spelling and NBC to create the neo-noir underworld crime series Odd Jobs, which starred Patrick Dempsey and was directed by Peter O’Fallon.

Avary occasionally, when his schedule permits, directs music videos.  He claims that the form is one of the few pure outlets for creative expression that exists today.  

Avary has also collaborated with director Quentin Tarantino as co-author of his Cannes Film Festival Palme d’Or winner Pulp Fiction.   In 1995 the two shared best writing accolades from the Los Angeles Film Critics Association, the New York Film Critics’ Circle, the Boston Society of Film Critics, the National Society of Film Critics, the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences and the British Academy of Film and Television Arts for their work on Pulp Fiction.  This phenomenal success has led to a prolific writing career for Avary, working at all the major studios, most recently for Paramount Pictures on their remake of Seconds.

Avary has been very active as a producer, both on his television projects, and the independent films Boogie Boy and The Last Man.

Avary has a digestive tract that’s 17 meters long and is a strict vegetarian.  He has a bullet lodged in his left shoulder blade, which makes it difficult for him to pass through airport metal detectors.  One of his more interesting drunken party talents is to inhale dental floss through his nose and cough one end out of his mouth.

GREG SHAPIRO (Producer) is a partner in Kingsgate with Nick Nolte.  The first production for the company was Affliction from the novel by Russell Banks, adapted and directed by Paul Schrader.  The film starred Nick Nolte, James Coburn, Sissy Spacek and Willem Dafoe, and received two Academy Award nominations for Nick Nolte and James CoBurn, who won Best Supporting Actor.

Following Affliction, the company produced Simpatico, based on the play by Sam Shepard.  The film starred Nolte, Sharon Stone, Jeff Bridges, Catherine Keener and Albert Finney, and was directed by Matthew Warchus, the acclaimed theatre director of Art and True West.

Kingsgate also recently produced Investigating Sex, directed by Alan Rudolph and shot entirely on location in Berlin, Germany.  The film stars Alan Cumming, Dermot Mulroney, Julie Delpy, Jeremy Davies, Robin Tunney, Nick Nolte, Neve Campbell, Tuesday Weld and Til Schweiger.  Based on the lives and dialogues of the French Surrealists and their experiences with love and sex, the film concerns two female stenographers who are hired to transcribe a series of discussions conducted by a group of intellectually and erotically curious men in 1929 New England.  The film was co-produced by Janus Films, and Cologne based Gemini Films.

Last year, the company produced White Jazz, based on the novel by James Ellroy (L.A. Confidential), starring Nick Nolte, John Cusack and Uma Thurman.  The film was  directed by Academy Award-winning cinematographer Robert Richardson.  

ROBERT BRINKMANN (Director of Photography) began his career with Kandyland in 1987, and then shot the black and white footage for U2: Rattle and Hum the following year.  His subsequent credits include Two Idiots in Hollywood, Mirror, Mirror, Shout, Encino Man, The Beverly Hillbillies, The Truth About Cats and Dogs, The Cable Guy, Screwed, Sugar and Spice and Servicing Sara.  He also shot the acclaimed television series Fallen Angels.

SHARON SEYMOUR (Production Designer) first served as art director on such projects as Johnny Be Good, Heart of Dixie and Pacific Heights.  She made her debut as production designer on the independent feature Kid before joining The Ben Stiller Show on television.  Since then, Seymour’s feature credits have included Past Midnight, Reality Bites, Don Juan DeMarco, The Truth About Cats and Dogs, The Cable Guy, Molly, Duets and  Novocaine.

LOUISE FROGLEY (Costume Designer) has a number of distinguished film and television credits.  In her native England, Frogley designed costumes for the telefeature The Cold Room and the miniseries The Last Place on Earth and James Clavell’s Noble House, as well as the features Defence of the Realm, Neil Jordan’s Mona Lisa and Half Moon Street.  Moving to the United States in the late 1980s, Frogley’s numerous credits have included Bull Durham, Warlock, Three Men and a Little Lady, Storyville, Wilder Napalm, The Cure, Executive Decision, Speed 2: Cruise Control, U.S. Marshals, Steven Soderbergh’s The Limey, Stigmata, Cherry Falls, Dancing at the Blue Iguana, Soderbergh’s acclaimed 2000 hit Traffic and Tony Scott’s action drama Spy Game, starring Robert Redford and Brad Pitt.
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