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FILMMAKERS

Writer, Editor & Director
Dana Brown 

Producer
John-Paul Beeghly

Executive Producers
Bruce Brown


Ray Willenberg, Jr. 

Associate Producer
C. Rich Wilson 

Director of Photography
John-Paul Beeghly 

Co-Producer
Scott Waugh 

Music Supervisor
Joe Fischer 


George Acogny 

Music 
Richard Gibbs 

Camera Operators
John-Paul Beeghly (All Locations)


Dana Brown (All Locations)

Additional Camera Operators
Scott Waugh


Joey Cicio (Cortez Bank, Mavericks)


Chris Moseley (Santa Cruz)


Dave Nash (Jaws)


George Billinger (Malibu Longboard)


Steve Matzinger (Costa Rica)

Surfcam Operators
Don King (Jaws)


Jack McCoy


Larry Haynes


Mike Prickett (Rapa Nui)


Steve Spalding (Santa Cruz)

Aerial Operator
Hans Bjorno (Jaws)


Doug Holgate
(Jaws)


John-Paul Beeghly (Tahiti)

Assistant Camera
Jamie Felz


Steve Matzinger


Ted Caloroso


Greg Faysash


Sinclair Black

Hydro Gyro Tech
Steve Waterford

Libra Head Tech
Chad Rivetti


Gregory Schmidt

Libra Head Provided By
GEO Film Group

Tyler Mount Provided By
Tyler Camera Mount

Wescam Provided By
Wescam




Helicopter Pilot (Hawaii)
Tommy Hauptman

Helicopter Pilot (Tahiti)
Michel de la Villardiere – Heli-Inter




Jet Ski/Boat Support
K. Nelson Kubach (Tahiti/Rapa Nui)


Randy Laine (Mavericks)


Shawn Alladio (Jaws)


John Denny (Jaws)


DeWitt Lickle (Jaws)


Wilfred Enriquez (Jaws)


Amadeo Kaleo (Jaws)


Joe Stoops (Mavericks)


Lynn Jennings (Mavericks)


Emile Savoie (Tahiti)


Manoa Drollet (Tahiti)


Bjarn Drollet (Tahiti)


Mike Norton-Pizaz Sport Fishing (Cortez)

Medic (Jaws)
Al Layer




Still Photographer (Tahiti)
Tim McKenna

Still Photographer (Costa Rica)
Jim Pidgeon

Still Photographer (Rapa Nui)
Patrick Trefz

Still Photographer (Ireland)
Jeff Flindt

Still Photographer (Mavericks)
Frank Quirarte

Production Sound Mixer
George Goen 





Don Hale (Vietnam, Mavericks)


Otto Rammer (Wisconsin)


David Lom (UCSD Event)


Joe Hettinger (Costa Rica)


Bill Bass (Mavericks 1 Time)


Robert Charles Dreebin (Rapa Nui)




Chief Bounceboard Fiance 
Jenny Bond




Production Coordinator
Jillian Griffiths

Asst. Prod. Coordinator (Rapa Nui)
Carlos Maximilian Lara Mills

Location Manager (Rapa Nui)
Ramon Edmunds Pacomio

Location Manager (Hawaii)
Glenn Beadles

Location Manager (Mavericks)
Don Montgomery

Location Manager (Costa Rica)
Robert “Wingnut” Weaver

Location Manager (Various)
David Stanfield

Location Manager (Ireland)
Richie Fitzgerald-Surfworld

Location Manager (Tahiti)
Tim McKenna

Wave/Weather Prediction
Sean Collins


Adam Wright


Kevin Wallis


& everyone @ Surfline

Production Assistants
Wesley Brown


John Hall Lahoud (Costa Rica)


James (Costa Rica)


Kristin Tracy (Maui)


Konrad Koehler (Wisconsin)


Julio Lagos (Rapa Nui)


Wayne Patrick Murphy (Ireland)


Marie Nunokawa (Los Angeles)


Norman Lehnert (Los Angeles)


Ben Gottlieb (Los Angeles)


Jeff Xander (Los Angeles)


Sean Erno (Los Angeles)

Vietnam Crew

Location Manager (Vietnam)
Richard Connors

Line Producer (Vietnam)
Henri Phimasset

Line Producer (Vietnam)
Nicholas Simon 

Studio Liaison (Vietnam)
Nguyen Quang Long

Unit Manager (Vietnam)
Duong Dang Hinh

Production Assistants
Du Hai Lam


Do Hong Duc


Le Thanh Phong


Minh & Hoa Ming Connors

Surfing Advisor (Vietnam)
Kevin Johns

Production Services (Vietnam)
Sud-Est Productions





Travel Agent
Edie Cohen

Shipping (Rapa Nui)
Tito Paoa-T&T Moving

Shipping (Various)
Norman Krieger, Inc

Shipping (Tahiti)
Eric Lasbleis-Transit Sat Nui







Assistant Film Editor
Wesley Brown 

Additional Editing
Curtis Edge


Scott Waugh




Narrator
Dana Brown




Sound Supervisor
Robert Webber

SFX Editor
Kevin Fisher

Dialogue Editor
Charlie Kolander

Re-Recording Mixers
Rick Alexander


Rich Rogers

Recordist
Michael S. Wren

ADR Mixer
Paul Aronoff

Music Editor
Anna D. Wilborn




Music Produced & Conducted by
Richard Gibbs

Orchestration by
Patrick Russ

Scoring Mixer
Robert Fernandez

Additional Mixers
Vincent Cirilli & Steve Kaplan

Scoring Assistant
Craig Sibley

Recordist
John Rodd

Music Contractor
Sandy DeCrescent

Concert Master
Sid Page

Featured Vocalists
Michael Now


Lolomie Washburn

Music Preparation
Sony Music Preparation Service

Score Performed by  
Recording Arts Orchestra of LA




Title Design
PacTitle/Mirage Studios

Film Developing
Foto-Kem/Foto-Tronics 

Negative Cutter
Magic Film & Video

Film Dailies Timer
Scott Zone/Entertainment Post

24P HiDef Facility
Laser Pacific Media Corp.

Tape Op (Dailies Downconversion)
Chris Nelson 





24P HIDef Telecine
Rick Taylor






Rose Calabrese


Gregg Lang




24P HIDef Online Editors
Brian Pete 


Jay Steinberg


Don Montoure


24P HIDef Titles Editor
Bill Missett


Michael Weitzman


24P HIDef Color Timer
Frank Roman







Account Executive
Sheryl Goodhead




Account Service Rep
Vic Bru 






Attorney
Henry Holmes




Second Unit Directors

Reef Boys

Surfers/Cast

Robert August

Sam August

Rochelle Ballard

Shawn “Barney” Barron

Raimana Van Bostolaer

Layne Beachley

Robert “Doc” Beaton

John T. Benson

Rick Benson

Jesse Billauer

Joshua Billauer

Bruce Brown

Taj Burrow

Vance & Nancy Burrow

Chris Carter

Jeff Clark

Jennifer Cody

Kenneth “Skindog” Collins

Sean Collins

Moana David

Vetea David

Peter C. Davis

Darrick Doerner

Manoa Drollet

Maureen Drummy

Joseph Fitzgerald

Richie Fitzgerald

Herbie Fletcher

Alexandria H. Florence

John-John Florence

Henry Ford

James Fulbright

Sam George

Brad “Gerr” Gerlach

Christian Glasgow

Joyce Gorman

Bill Hamilton

Laird Hamilton

Arsene Harehoe

Perry Hatchett

Steve Hawk

Erick Holtz

Malik Joyeux

Dave Kalama

Ilima Kalama

Rabbit Kekai

Steve King

Alex Knost

Jim Knost

Keala Kennelly

Charles Koehler

Courtney Leonard

Brett Lickle

Gerry Lopez

Rob Machado

Christopher Malloy

Daniel Malloy

Keith Malloy

Mark Martinson

Andy Matthies

Cari McClemons

Kassia Meador

Jim Meehan

Peter “Condor” Mel

Frank “Koho” Mendiola

Hana Miller

Jason Miller

Jim Miller

Kalani Miller

Oleema Miller

Cole Moody

John Moody

Larry “Flame” Moore

Mickey Munoz

Wayne Patrick Murphy

Dusty Osburn

Mike “Snips” Parsons

Steve Pezman

Lester Priday

Mark Rakow

Rush Randle

Randy Rarrick

Sonny Ramon Reece

John Richards

Margo Schwab

Albert Shannon

Rabbi Nachum Shifren

Alan Seymour

Teek Sippen

Evan Slater

Kelly Slater

Steve P. Stratton

Paul Strauch

Shaun Tomson

Peter Townend

Darryl “Flea” Virostko

Mike Waltze

K. Todd Weatherill

Robert “Wingnut” Weaver

Dale Webster

Margo Webster

Mark Wente

Hanna Wente

Lee Williams

Larry Williams

Saint Catherine's School, Killybegs Co. Donegal

Magh Ene College Bundoran Co. Donegal

Strabane Grammar Strabane Co. Tyrone Northern Ireland

Youth Sport Foyle (Organized The Kids To Meet)

Teenie Wahine

“ONLY ONE”

Written by Jeremy Kay

Performed by JEREMY KAY

Courtesy of Surfdog Records

Jaws

“TOUCHED”

Written by Jon Crosby

Performed by VAST

Courtesy of Elektra Entertainment Group

By Arrangement with Warner Special Products

Wisconsin

“LOBOTOMY”

Written by The Surf Kings

Performed by THE SURF KINGS

Courtesy of Tom Stanton

Wisconsin

“EASY FEELING”

Written by Wade Brown

Performed by WADE BROWN

Courtesy of Wade Brown

Pipeline

“GREATNESS”

Written by Sonny Bones

Performed by SONNY BONES

Dale Webster

 “CALL OF THE WAVE”

Written by John Zambetti

Performed by MALIBOOZ

Courtesy of The Malibooz

Ireland

“BACK TO YOU”

Written by Jeremy Kay

Performed by JEREMY KAY

Courtesy of Surfdog Records

Costa Rica

“CINECITTA”

Written by Steve Stevens

Performed by  STEVE STEVENS

Courtesy of ARK21 Records

Texas

“JOHNNY KOOL (PART 2)”

Written by Brian Setzer

Performed by BRIAN SETZER

Courtesy of Surfdog Records

Mavericks

“SUBMISSION”

Written by M. Hamilton, C. Hatherley, T. Wheeler

Performed by ASH

Courtesy of Kinetic Records

Jaws 2

“CANDLE”

Written by Jon Crosby

Performed by VAST

Courtesy of Jon Crosby

Vietnam

“KHUC TINH CA XU HUE”

Performed by BAU TRANH SAO

Written by Tran Hoan

Courtesy of Nyugen Phat

Easter Island

“DRACULA FROM HOUSTON”

Written by Butthole Surfers

Performed by BUTTHOLE SURFERS

Courtesy of Surfdog Records/Hollywood Records

Cortez Bank

“THE PERFECT DAY”

Lyrics by Aaron Perrino Music by The Sheila Divine

Performed by THE SHEILA DIVINE

Courtesy of The Sheila Divine

Summation

“LIFE IS A MIRACLE”

Written by PATO BANTON

Performed by PATO BANTON

Courtesy of Surfdog Records

End Credits

“JUNK”

Written by Three And A Quarter

Performed by THREE AND A QUARTER  

Courtesy of Three And A Quarter
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SYNOPSIS

If you’ve ever wondered what it would be like to ride at Pipeline, flirting on the edge of some of the ocean’s most powerful and dangerous waves, then you’re ready to Step Into Liquid.  In this new documentary, director Dana Brown finds that “the stoke” – the passion and elation that keeps surfers paddling back for more – can be found in some pretty unlikely places. Son of Bruce Brown, whose The Endless Summer and its sequel are the best known and most widely seen surfing films ever, Dana’s perspective on surfing is a wholly unique one, and he has seen it go from flaky fad to international phenomenon. Moving far beyond the beaches of sunny Southern California, surfing now crisscrosses the globe, from Texas to Wisconsin, Ireland to Vietnam. Traveling to some of the hottest surfing spots in the world, Dana finds the real search isn’t for the biggest tube or most radical ride, but instead uncovers and examines what it is about surfing that hooks people’s souls, becoming integral to their lives in ways that far exceed a simple pastime.

There are as many surfer stories to be found as there are surfers, such as the guy who hasn’t missed a day in the water for over 27 years. Or the one eager to get back on his board even after a crippling accident. The film also pays notice to the rise of women in the sport, checks in on the subjects from The Endless Summer films, and follows one group of fearless surfers who head 100 miles from shore to ride some 60-foot-plus, once-every-ten-years waves. With stunning photography that puts the viewer right in the water with many of today’s best surfers, it’s time to Step Into Liquid – to catch a wave and get stoked.

ABOUT THE FILM 

If there were to be a “first family” of surfing filmmakers, it would undoubtedly be Bruce Brown and his son Dana. Bruce directed the legendary documentary The Endless Summer in 1966, giving the then-burgeoning sport a respect and attention it had never garnered before. In The Endless Summer 2 in 1994, with assistance from Dana, Bruce continued the tradition, filling in the years on the subjects from his previous effort. Now, with STEP INTO LIQUID Dana steps out on his own, taking notice of where the sport of surfing has been, where it’s at, and, most importantly, where it’s going.

Trying to explain the continued, and growing, relevance of the worldwide phenomenon of surfing, Dana says, “Go anywhere in the world and people are wearing Quiksilver stuff – it’s beyond surfing. The culture now reaches around the globe. I’d been thinking about it since The Endless Summer 2. I knew there were so many stories left to tell.”


And so Dana set out to chronicle the continuing saga of surfing, including updates on the subjects from his father’s Endless Summer films as well as many new stories. Crisscrossing the globe, his search would take him from Texas to Wisconsin, Ireland to Vietnam.


Finding his subjects was a story in itself. “Some of the people I knew, sometimes I was interested in the place. For example, I wanted to do something on Ireland and then we found out about the Malloys,” he says, referring to the brothers who return to their Irish heritage to surf and unite Protestant and Catholic school kids on the chilly beaches of Ireland, teaching them to cast aside their differences through the common bond of surfing.


As co-producer Scott Waugh says, “The stories came to us. There were certain stories we wanted to focus on, like the tow-in surfing. All the unique little stories were discovered as we went. I remember somebody telling us about the surfers in Texas riding behind supertankers and just thinking, we’ve got to shoot that.”

As Dana adds, “Each one had its own twist – father/son, big waves, kids, whatever – the relationships were always a little different from the one before.”

Their stories may be as varied as the world itself, but the one thing that unites these people is the pure pleasures of surfing – and STEP INTO LIQUID places the viewer right there in the water with some of the most astounding surfing footage ever captured on film. Though names like Jack McCoy and Don King may not mean much to the average moviegoer, it is the amazing work they and the other surf-cam operators do which gives the film its visual punch. Pushing the boundaries of how to shoot surfing – using an array of formats, techniques and equipment – Dana, director of photography John-Paul Beeghly and their crew convey the poetic strength and muscular beauty of surfing. As associate producer C. Rich Wilson says, “You feel these guys know what they’re doing, but to see it turn out so rich, the way it pops off the screen, particularly on a big screen, I’m still entranced by the way the film looks.”

Executive producer Ray Willenberg, Jr. echoes these sentiments when he says, “Everyone working on the project has become family to me and I am so proud of them and the way the film has been received. I have seen the film dozens of times in its final version and I still get both tears of emotion and a big smile, right along with the rest of the audience.”

One of the highlights of the film is the group of surfers who head 100 miles off the coast of California to chase down some 60-foot-plus waves. If their calculations regarding date and location were correct, there would be some surfing not to be found again for at least ten years. Of course, if their calculations were off, there could have been nothing. “We were prepared with a Plan A through Plan Z,” says Dana, “and it just so happened Plan A worked. I hoped the worst that would happen is a segment about the lengths people go to for good surfing, Actually, we only had one camera because we didn’t think it would work out. If we’d known we would have had five.”

Though part of Dana was happy to follow the stories wherever they took him, in the back of his mind he also had to worry about actually squeezing usable footage from every trip. “I had hedges for everything. I think if we had started out coming up zeros we would have been increasingly hesitant about traveling. But it kept working, so we kept going.” 

Talking about the nomadic ways of the production, director of photography John-Paul Beeghly adds, “At times there would only be four or five of us on a shoot. It became a really fun, collaborative effort. All of us were operating cameras, running sound, whatever needed to get done – the teamster, the gaffer, and craft service all at the same time.”

As Willenberg adds, “When the Figs (Film Guys) and the Mogs (Money Guys) first met in Bruce's living room to plan the budget and the equipment needed for the film it looked so simple. I thought all we had to do was raise the bucks and pray for surf.”

Throughout the film, interview subjects, across a broad range of ages and locations, all mention one thing – The Stoke. Dana tries to explain this ephemeral sensation that keeps surfers paddling back for more. “Being stoked means you’re passionate, like stoking the fire. And we weren’t manipulating those responses or feeding anyone lines. In editing, I sometimes worried about putting some of those interviews back to back, that there was no way it wouldn’t look staged or that the subjects hadn’t heard the responses of other people. These were mostly people who’ve never met, they surf for different reasons, and yet they talk about surfing in the same way, about the same ideas and feelings.”

Though STEP INTO LIQUID will certainly find a special place in the hearts of surfing fans everywhere, Wilson believes even those who’ve never set foot on a board will connect as well. “It’s not about being in the prime of your youth, or living in a certain area or riding a certain way. And even just that, to some extent, is a new perspective on surfing itself. So I see the film as encouraging people to stay committed to the things that bring true joy to their lives.”

As Waugh says, “To me the film is not about surfing, it’s about life, told through the example of surfing. Dana and I talked about that a lot, how to keep the appeal of the film outside of just surfing. It is a surfer’s movie, but anyone can still identify with it.”

THE STORIES

One of the greatest things about surfing is the stories. Everyone who surfs has at least one and each is different and unique. STEP INTO LIQUID brings the rich diversity of these stories to life on the big screen. Ranging from the emotional and spiritual to the spectacular or even the comical, from the everyday to the once-in-a-lifetime, it’s all here.

• Two of the world’s best tow-in surfer crews meet, share techniques and travel the globe riding the world’s biggest waves and sharing their ultimate find!

• They say everything is bigger in Texas, home of the 3-mile ride. Check out the good ol’ boys who surf in the wakes of supertankers in the Gulf of Mexico.

• The Malloy Brothers bring surfing to the beaches of Ireland, where their lessons to local kids help bridge the divide between Protestants and Catholics.

• Some of the top female surfers of today – Layne Beachley, Rochelle Ballard, and Keala Kennelly – take charge on Tahiti’s legendary lefthander, Teahupo’o. The natural beauty of this spot, captured in some of the film’s most stunning footage, is rivaled only by the skills of the women riding these waves.

• A Vietnam War veteran returns with his son 30 years later to discover that surfing is a language spoken everywhere.

• A wipeout at the Pipeline on Oahu, Hawaii’s North Shore can be as powerful as a heavyweight knockout punch. Get in the ring with the world’s most famous wave.

• A heavy-water crew heads 100 miles from shore to take on some 60-foot-plus waves. This is too incredible to believe.

The Spots

• Tahiti’s Teahupo’o— a wave with teeth.

• Cortes Bank— 60-foot plus waves in the middle of the ocean.

• Hawaii’s North Shore of Oahu— the spiritual temple of giant, yet picturesque waveriding.

• Vietnam— idyllic beaches in a peaceful land.

• Galveston, Texas—shipping channel splendor.

• Rapa Nui— the isolated and magical Easter Island.

• Ireland— cold water, warm vibes.

• Western Australia— the wild coast.

• Lake Michigan— freshwater stoke.

• Mavericks, California— huge surf and heavy consequences.

• Costa Rica— pura vida with legends in a tropical paradise.

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

Dana Brown (Director, Writer and Editor) 

Born December 11, 1959 in Dana Point, California, Dana Brown is a second-generation surfer and filmmaker. Brown’s father Bruce Brown made the surf classic The Endless Summer and the Oscar® nominated On Any Sunday, starring Steve McQueen. Filmmaking, surfing and riding dirt bikes have been a part of his life since before he can remember. At the age of 10, Brown started making 8mm movies. Using the neighborhood kids and his siblings as cast, crew, stunt and cannon fodder, he cranked out dozens of four minute mini-epics: spy movies, horror movies, docs on bicycle races, comedies, even an attempt at claymation that was so awful it may be his finest work…

Brown majored in film at San Diego State and became a writer after college, landing a five-year stint as a sports columnist in Santa Barbara, CA. In 1989, at 29, he accepted his first paying job in film - restoring/rebuilding Bruce Brown’s early surf films. He’s worked as a filmmaker ever since.

In 1994, he teamed with his father, working as editor, co-writer, cameraman, and associate producer on The Endless Summer 2 (1994, New Line Cinema). As director, editor, writer or cameraman, Brown has worked on over 50 sports-related productions, including 24 episodes of the Emmy-nominated Surfers Journal for the Outdoor Life Network.

Brown’s directing credits include Da Bull’s Search for Surf; Red Water; Malcolm, Motocross, Game On; A Day at the Beach; Tribute to Steve McQueen; On Any Sunday Revisited; The History of Surf (pilot); and The Endless Summer revisited.

John-Paul Beeghly (Producer and Director of Photography)

John-Paul has over 12 years of experience in the film industry. Immediately following his graduation from the University of California at Santa Barbara with a double major in Economics and Film Studies, he went to work for MacGillivray Freeman Films in Laguna Beach. Since then, he has worked in many capacities on over 65 projects ranging from IMAX films to major studio features to commercial campaigns. 

Beeghly has worked for such filmmakers as Tony Scott, Darius Wolski, Mike Hoover, Max Kleven, and David Fincher and on projects including the Oscar® nominated Amazon IMAX and Living Sea IMAX; Waterworld; Lethal Weapon 3 & 4; Hard Rain; Seven; The Game; and The Fan. He has worked on over 20 commercial campaigns for clients such as Wells Fargo, Bank of America, FedEx, and Jeep.

Bruce Brown (Executive Producer) 

Born in 1937, Bruce Brown learned to surf around age 12.  After graduating high school, he went into the Navy and spent two years in Submarine Corps, based in Hawaii. There, Brown’s intrigue with life and surf led him to buy an 8mm camera to shoot his buddies surfing. Following the Navy stint, he became a lifeguard in San Clemente, where he showed his 8mm surf films at Dale Velzy’s shop for a 25-cent admission. Seeing promise in these charmed screenings, Velzy put up money for Brown’s first “real” movie, Slippery When Wet, with a total budget of $5,000. The year was 1959.

Slippery was a success, and he followed it with one film a year for the next few years: Surf Crazy (1960), Barefoot Adventure (1961), Surfing Hollow Days (1962), and Waterlogged (1963).  Waterlogged was a highlight film that gave Brown time to take two years for his opus, The Endless Summer. The Endless Summer was released in 1964 and spent two years on the lecture circuit before being picked up by a distributor in 1966.  It went on to become a legendary sensation.

In the late ‘60s, Brown worked with ABC’s Wide World of Sports while trying to decide what film to do next. Eventually he settled on motorcycles, and convinced Steve McQueen’s Solar Productions to bankroll On Any Sunday.  Two years later, in 1971, another classic was born, and On Any Sunday received an Oscar® nod for Best Documentary.

After several years of not-so-laid-back retirement, the filmmaker-turned-rally car racer re-entered the production scene, partnering with his son, Dana, to remake some of his old films. His most recent work includes Endless Summer II (New Line Cinema, 1994). 

Ray Willenberg, Jr. (Executive Producer) 

A surfer from the age of 13, Ray Willenberg, Jr. currently serves as Chairman of New Visual Corporation and President of its NV Entertainment subsidiary.  Willenberg joined New Visual as Vice President and Corporate Secretary in 1996, and since that time he has been extensively involved with merger and acquisitions strategy and finance for the company. From 1972 to 1995, Willenberg was Chief Executive Officer of Mesa Mortgage Company in San Diego, California while also pursuing a career as a semi-pro motorcycle racer. His accomplishments include executive producer credits for feature and special venue short films; service as a Director of Big Brothers of America; and Chairman of the Board of Directors for Survivors Rehab Foundation, a charity he founded for the brain injured in 1985. A proud father and grandfather, he currently lives with his wife in Mission Beach, CA.

Joe Fischer (Music Supervisor)

After working at a radio station and a concert promoter in Buffalo NY during the early 1990’s, Joe Fischer began working closely with a then little-known artist, Ani DiFranco, who has gone on to become one of the most successful independent artists in the United States. In 1994, Fischer relocated to Los Angeles, where he played a vital role in breaking the acts Bush and No Doubt, who have since sold a combined 25 million albums. 

Moving onto music supervision for films, Fischer began working with Steve Tyrell, a noted composer, producer and music supervisor for film. Together they music supervised The Brady Bunch sequel for Paramount. From there he accepted a position with noted record producer and music supervisor George Acogny. Together they have worked on such films as Spawn, The Bone Collector, The Rugrats Go Wild and many others.

George Acogny (Music Supervisor)

A veteran music supervisor and music producer, George Acogny has a wide range of credits. He has worked on such films as Spawn, The Crow: City Of Angels and Save The Last Dance, all of which had their soundtrack albums certified platinum. His other recent credits include The Wild Thornberrys (nominated for a Golden Globe award for Best Original Song) and Rabbit-Proof Fence (nominated for a Golden Globe for Best Score).

Scott Waugh (Co-Producer) 

Scott Waugh, the son of the original Spiderman, Fred Waugh, started as a filmmaker at the age of 17. A director, writer, producer, cameraman, actor, and a stuntman, he is one of eleven members that graduated from the Fine Arts Acting Program at UCSB.  He has written two feature scripts, 12 Bucks and Release. Waugh has produced four other projects including the hit interactive ride for Germany, Roller Monica.

As an actor, Waugh has performed in seventeen plays, including his toured one-man show R.A.W.  He has appeared in sixteen features and television shows, including XXX, with Vin Diesel, and the award-winning mini-series “From The Earth To The Moon,” with Tom Hanks. Waugh is a stunt double for actors Andy Garcia and Sean Penn and has performed stunts in over 100 productions.  

Richard Gibbs (Music) 

Born in Ohio and raised in Daytona Beach, Florida, Richard Gibbs has a Bachelor of Music (Composition) from the prestigious Berklee College of Music in Boston, Massachusetts. He was a member of Oingo Boingo from 1980-1984 (keyboards), and has since performed with Korn, Chaka Khan, The Staples, Maxine Nightingale, and Tom Jones. He has recorded with Robert Palmer, Tom Waits, Poco, Melissa Etheridge, War, Stan Ridgway, Victor Feldman, Living in a Box, Boy Meets Girl and many others. Gibbs was Musical Director for The Tracey Ullman Show and Muppets Tonight! (writing the theme music as well), and wrote the music for the first season of The Simpsons.

C. Rich Wilson (Associate Producer) 

For the past seven years, Rich Wilson has worked in entertainment and high technology ventures, primarily as Vice President of Business Development for New Visual Corp. While there, he has worked on a variety of special venue shorts, including Edge of Reality, Miss Hawaiian Tropics, and Pure Pickle. Prior to his tenure with New Visual, Wilson ran national promotions for a special event marketing firm and managed client accounts Fox Sports, MCI, and Winston Cup Racing.

Most recently, he led efforts in the financing, marketing and acquisitions as an associate producer and managing partner for Step Into Liquid. Wilson currently serves as an officer and director of NV Entertainment and sits on the Internet and Technology Committee of San Diego.

ABOUT THE SURFERS

SUPERCHARGED MAVERICKS CREW 
Peter “Condor” Mel

Peter Mel was born and raised in Santa Cruz, California. His passion is to surf every day, whether in local waves at Steamer Lane or the legendary big waves of Mavericks. His family has run the Santa Cruz surf shop, Freeline Design, for over thirty years. Peter has been working with his dad, John Mel, for fifteen years, and is now a father himself.

Ken “Skindog” Collins

Having grown up surfing Santa Cruz’s famous Steamer Lane, it’s no surprise that “Skindog” has gone on to become one of the spot’s best-known talents. Riding with the Mavericks crew, he is known as someone who can handle waves of any size.

Darrel “Flea” Viristko

Flea grew up in Santa Cruz, California and has grown close to a lot of riders there, like Barney, Frog, the Achers, Scronz, Vince, Ruffo, Richard and others. As one of the most respected and committed big wave riders of all time, Flea truly pushes the limits, giving it his all on any size swell. 

Shawn “Barney” Collins 

Another of Santa Cruz’s finest, “Barney” is among today’s most progressive surfers, widely renowned for his awe-inspiring aerial maneuvers. He was even featured in the Transworld Surf video game.

BIG WAVE – OC PARTNERS
Brad Gerlach
In 1985, at the age of 18, Brad stunned the surfing world with his victory over numerous highly ranked veterans at the Oceanside competition. Charging hard up through the ranks, he would nearly win the world title in 1991, before giving up the tour at the age of 25. After a few years traveling the world as a surfing gypsy, Brad now lives in California and recently returned to the pro tour.

Mike Parsons
As an amateur, Mike was part of the prestigious NSSA National Team and he became the lead member of the U.S. Team during the 1984 World Amateur Championships. After winning the Grand Finale of that event and leading the U.S. to victory over their rival Australia for the first time ever, he embarked on his dream of a pro career. He soon became just the fourth American ever to crack the Top 16. 

Mike is famous for arriving weeks early at competitive destinations to chase and find big waves he has always dreamed of surfing. Big waves are his obsession. Finally, after eight years on the world tour, Mike topped the rankings as U.S. Champion in 1999.

CHARLIE DOES SURF – BACK TO VIETNAM

Jim Knost 

Now 54 years old, Jim started surfing at age11. A third generation painting contractor, surfing is everything to him. He can often be found at his local surf spot with old friends and his son, Alex. He is married with two wonderful children, Amanda and Alex, and says, “I'm a surfer...it can’t get much better than that.”

Alex Knost 

18–year-old Alex has been surfing for eight years. In his own words, “I enjoy all kinds of surfboards, from 5 feet in length to 12 feet in length. I try to enjoy every aspect of surfing. I love to surf, and if I can do what I love and experience some great things along the way, well that’s all the better. It’s great to paddle out with my dad and my friends – if I could have it any way, I'd have it that way...for the fun, every day.”

THE MALLOY BROTHERS 

Chris Malloy

The oldest of the three Malloy Brothers, Chris Malloy’s passion and dedication to surfing inspired his brothers to follow suit. Raised in Ojai, California, the brothers all picked up surfing from their father. Chris began competing as an amateur, but truly made his mark once he moved to Hawaii and fearlessly faced down the monster waves of the North Shore.

Keith Malloy

Inspired by his brother Chris’ success in Hawaii, Keith became a NSSA National Team member before turning pro. He and his brothers have gone on to become omnipresent in the surfing media, appearing in countless magazines and videos.

Dan Malloy 

Youngest of the three Malloy brothers, it is Dan who has had the most distinguished career as a pro surfer, but he still makes time to travel and ride with his brothers.

THE MAUI-BASED STRAPPED CREW 

Laird Hamilton

One of the sport’s biggest stars, Laird Hamilton, son of 60s surfing legend Bill Hamilton, is known as the guiding genius of crossover board sports, and he is truly amazing in the water. Growing up near the famed North Shore of Hawaii, he learned to surf between the ages of two and three

Laird has been seen in such magazines as Rolling Stone, Esquire, Sports Illustrated, People, Life, GQ, Interview, L’Uomo Vogue (Italy), Paris Match (France), Surf (Germany), High Wind (Japan), and Sailboarder, to name a few. In 1996, People magazine named him one of its “50 Most Beautiful People.” 

Dave Kalama

Dave is an all- around Hawaiian waterman who comes from a family of surfing champions. He is a master wave rider and one of the premiere big wave/ tow-in surfers of our time along with his tow-in partner Laird Hamilton. Dave has become a key team rider for Quiksilver and will be seen in upcoming feature films, television and video/DVD programs. 

Mike Waltze
A pioneer of big wave surfing, Mike is a longtime member of the notorious Strapped crew. Innovation has always been the key to the crew’s success and Mike has been at the forefront of those efforts. He has ridden footstrap boards, surfed with kites and pursued numerous other methods that push the very boundaries of what constitutes “surfing.”

Brett Lickel

Known as a fearless rider of the tallest waves, Lickel has said that “anything over 20 feet is basically all the same.” Living just across the street from fellow crewmember Dave Kalama, Brett also frequently rides with his father, who was the 1962 U.S. champion.

STILL LIVING THE ENDLESS SUMMER 

Sam August 

Son of surf legend Robert August, Sam has also made a name for himself in the sport. Surfing for 30 of his 34 years, Sam was also a professional baseball pitcher for a number a years. He now surfs full-time, and not surprisingly rides for his father’s team. 

Robert August

Robert was truly born to surfing, as his father, Blackie August, was among the first to surf Redondo Beach. Robert’s role in the legendary film The Endless Summer assured his place in surfing history. Robert has also run a string of surf shops throughout the South Bay and was a leader in both the shortboard revolution of the 1960s and the longboard resurgence of the 1990s.

Robert “Wingnut” Weaver 
Robert “Wingnut” Weaver rose to fame following his appearance in Endless Summer 2. He continued to ride a longboard well after they had fallen out of style, and is now recognized as the premiere longboarder in the world. His dedication was integral to the re-emergence of the longboard in the 1990s.

TEXAS STYLE HOST AND SUPERTANKER SURFER KNOWS WHERE TO RIDE

James Fulbright
Galveston, Texas has become a hub of surfing activity largely due to the efforts of James Fulbright. A shaper of boards as well as a surfer himself, James knows just how to modify a board for the wild rides in the Gulf of Mexico.

LADIES’ CHOICE – THE FIRST WOMEN OF SURFING

Keala Kennelly

One of the fiercest competitors on the women’s circuit, Keala Kennelly has become a dominating presence. Leading the way for a new generation of female surfers, her out-sized personality led to her memorable appearance in the film Blue Crush.
Rochelle Ballard

A native of Hawaii, Rochelle began surfing at age 11. The only surfer to score two perfect ten’s in a single heat, she also earned the first cover of a female surf magazine. When not competing, she is active with a surf camp she founded, the donations from which she contributes to IWS, boarding for breast cancer.

Layne Beachley 

Born in Sydney Australia, Layne Beachley earned the nickname “Gidget” early in her career, but her fearsome skills have put that harmless moniker long behind her. A dominant force on the women’s circuit, Layne has always been a tireless crusader for increased recognition and involvement of women in the sport.

Mo Drummy

Combining grace, beauty and skill, Mo has become a leader of the style known as “wave dancing.” She is also a third grade school teacher, and word has it she can really cut a rug on land as well. As with many of today’s most innovative riders, she comes from a heritage of surfing, as her mother was one of the top women’s riders of the 1960s.

THE BEST OF THE REST….

Taj Burrow

A promising Next Big Thing who has actually lived up to the hype, young Taj Burrows is leading surfing into the 21st century. Entering an under-18 competition at the age of nine, with just 2 years of surfing experience, the native of Southwestern Australia went on to win. And he hasn’t stopped winning since.

Rob Machado

Rob Machado doesn't walk on this earth, he glides across it. Creativity flows freely from his fingertips, whether he is fretting his slide guitar, writing poetry, or peeling back the skin of a banana. 

Kelly Slater 

Never has anyone dominated surfing like Kelly Slater. The six-time World Champion is the hero of surfers worldwide. Even from his early teens, Slater was a natural competitor, claiming six Eastern Surfing Association and four National titles before heading into the big leagues. At the age of twenty, in his first full year on the tour, Slater became the youngest surfer ever to win the world title, backing up the hype that had been growing around him.

His contest record is unrivaled, but it was his incredible freesurfing, as seen in videos like Quiksilver’s “Kelly Slater in Black and White,” “Surfers of Fortune” and Taylor Steele’s Momentum series, that changed the way an entire generation of kids surfed and looked at surfing.  The bar had been raised to a completely new level. Slater drew sharp, radical lines and he did it with power and style.

For the last decade, the rest of the competitive surfing world has been playing catch-up. During the ’99 Pipe Masters, Slater blew minds everywhere when he nearly pulled a rodeo clown – he would eventually win the contest, claiming his 5th Pipe Masters victory. After taking a few years off the pro circuit, Slater is back on tour and on a quest to break new world records.

Dale Webster 

One of the most inspiring stories in Step Into Liquid, Dale Webster has surfed every single day for nearly 30 years. Humble to the last, when asked to describe himself he says simply, “I’ve been getting up early, about 6:30, and going to the beach until about 7:30. Then I go to work and get home around 4:30.” 

Jesse Billauer

Jesse started surfing around the age of nine. It was his brother Josh and friend John Hearne (Brendan Hearne’s father) who first exposed him to what the ocean had to offer. Before long, it became his passion, at the expense of almost all other activities. Originally they surfed only Topanga, but with time could be found anywhere up and down the coast. Jesse’s favorite spots include Point Mugu Military Base, Zuma, and Supertubes. 

Gerry Lopez
Not many people can say they’ve single-handedly changed a sport. Gerry Lopez not only made Pipeline the world’s most famous wave, he made tube-reading the ultimate in surfing. Born in Honolulu, he made history at North Shore during the winter of 1969-1970. Since then he has continued to surf and has acted in such films as Big Wednesday and Conan The Barbarian.  He was a founding partner in Lightning Bolt surfboards.
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