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Synopsis

Based on the bestselling novel and winner of the Prix de Flores in France, “Baise-Moi” (“Rape Me”) is the violently poetic and sexually striking film about two women who take the world by storm.

“Baise-Moi” (“Rape Me”) stars two veterans of Frances’ adult film world, Raffaela Anderson and Karen Bach, as Manu and Nadine.  Manu, a hardened waif, is violently raped by a group of savage young thugs.  Nadine, a tough-skinned prostitute, sells her body but refuses to give up her soul.  While sex plays a pivotal and often destructive role in both their lives, they are united by chance and together they decide to alter their destinies.  

Angry at the world, but mostly at men, Manu and Nadine embark on a twisted rage-filled road trip that makes “Thelma and Louise” look like a Merchant Ivory film. As they travel through France they become deadly harbingers of death and destruction, their relentless bloodlust leaves a trail of dead bodies and mischief. Their random acts of violence mount at an alarming rate and finally they snag the attention of the media and the police.  

Manu and Nadine rob, have sex, party and kill without any conscience and absolutely no remorse.

 “Baise-Moi (Rape Me)” was written and directed by Virginie Despentes, based on her acclaimed novel of the same title.  She directed the film together with Coralie Trin-Thi.

The History of “Baise-Moi” (“Rape Me”)

by Virginie Despentes, Co-Director
In 1995, I sold the film rights to my novel BAISE-MOI to Philippe Godeau, who then proposed that I direct the film based on my script adaptation. The project dragged on forever, as I attempted to find the right actresses who could accurately portray the two heroines; Nadine and Manu. During the extended casting period, I began to get a real hunger to direct the project. I discovered a heretofore unknown passion to bring to life characters that until now, were only part of my imagination. 

In 1999, I watched EXHIBITIONS 1999 (by John B. Root) a docu-drama, which featured extensive interviews with ten French porn stars. Karen and Raffaela immediately jumped to the forefront: I knew that Nadine and Manu could only be portrayed by them. I immediately called Coralie and she shared my enthusiasm about the two women. We met with Philippe and the project was back on track.

We quickly wrote a first draft of the script while staying true to the original spirit of the novel. We met Karen and Raffaela and they were instantly smitten with the idea of the film. Meeting with them confirmed our enthusiasm for the project.

I asked Coralie if she would co-direct the film with me because we share a common vision and we have the same way of seeing the universe. Coralie is fearless and she hasn't been perverted by the upper class "elitist milieu" I've been navigating through for the past four years. We share a strong feminist warrior vision, while also possessing a cutting edge sense of provocation.

BAISE MOI (RAPE ME) is a brutal, savage novel, which is meant to be disturbing. Nadine and Manu aren't bad girls, they simply want to stay alive whatever the cost. All they need to push them over the edge is a slight change of path. A series of unfortunate circumstances blasts them over the line, which separates good and evil and soon the impossible becomes possible. Music, violence, sex, the open road and humor, are all excellent sources of adrenaline, which help us escape the worst parts of life: Obedience, submission, renouncing of the self and depression.

Music is omnipresent throughout the book and needed to be a strong presence throughout the film. Varou Jan is in charge of the soundtrack for the film. He's an established musician and composer with whom I share a strong relationship and he completely understands my musical tastes.

Music is brute emotion and it accompanies the two heroines throughout the film. In RAPE ME the music is meant to echo the torrential feelings and emotions of both Manu and Nadine.

They only feel alive when killing people. One moment in time caused their lives to be upturned and now it's too late for pity or remorse. They've crossed the boundary and spilled over to the dark side. No more excuses, no more explanations and no more intellectualization. We understand and feel a kinship toward them because they are beyond judgement. They live for sensation without the need for any introspection.

They let go, and actually feel free, only when having sex. We don't question their rampant promiscuity and we don't know how they feel afterward. Sex is pleasant for them and while doing it, they rid their minds of all other worldly thoughts. For them, sex is the ultimate relaxation tool. Filming the "hard core" sex scenes without any doubles was very important because it will be the first time we see girls onscreen having real live sex in a film, which isn't just about sex. The sex scenes must be real in order to add to the authenticity of the story.

A woman's right to show off her sexuality has been perverted by men who have a problem dealing with femininity. Women shouldn't have to deal with men's silly little hang-ups.

I needed for the film to respect the spirit of the book. The choice of collaborating with another director, working with a reduced production team in natural light, on video with non-experienced actors, came about in a completely natural manner. We had to boil the story down to its bare essentials. We had to go to a place that everyone tries to avoid. We wanted to be so in your face, that we would end up in your mind with images that you just can't ignore.

The Directors
Virginie Despentes was born in 1974 in France. BAISE MOI (1995), her first novel, was selected for the Prix de Flore in France. She has also published FUTURE KILL and LES CHIENNES SAVANTES. BAISE MOI is her directorial debut. “What interested me in directing “Baise Moi” was to show that the sex scenes aren't there just to excite guys. They fuck. Period."

Coralie Trinh Thi has worked extensively as an actress in pornographic videos and films. BAISE MOI is her first feature as co-director. About the characters in “Baise-Moi”, she has said, "Their sexuality is their integrity."

