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SYNOPSIS 

A politically-minded coming of age story, POSTER BOY stars Matt Newton in the title role of Henry, the closeted son of U.S. Senator Jack Kray (Michael Lerner) in the midst of a tight re-election campaign. Framed by Henry’s “tell-all” interview with a hard-boiled newspaper reporter (Steve Sheffler), POSTER BOY’s loose narrative style and jangly photography bring a lively and edgy sensibility to this timely story of loyalty and identity.

As POSTER BOY begins, political activist Anthony (Jack Noseworthy) awakens as another one- nightstand disappears without a trace. His sullen roommate Izzie (Valerie Geffner) thinks back to happier times with a boyfriend we learn has given her HIV.

Meanwhile, Senator Jack Kray is met with daily protests because of his conservative stand on such issues as gay rights and HIV. Hoping to curry favor with the youth vote, he puts pressure on his son to introduce him at a campaign appearance. Tired of being his father’s ‘Poster Boy,’ Henry catches the first plane he can to his family’s holiday home in Palm Springs to escape. Hot on his heels is fellow student and conservative campus operative Skip (Ian Reed Kesler), who has been sent by Henry’s mother (Karen Allen) and father to bring him home. Skip confronts Henry on his doorstep, threatening to tell his father that he is gay. The two fight, but Henry soon comes round to the fact he will have to return home and perform his duties as the son of a politician. Henry takes the impressionable Skip to a gay nightclub, and later buys him a female stripper, before they fly back the next day.

That night, Anthony and Izzie encounter some college kids at a service station who have clearly been partying. “What do think they are doing tonight?” Anthony asks, to which Izzie drolly replies: “Bong hits, masturbation, ramen and date rape.”  Nostalgic for their youth, Anthony and Izzie follow the revelers back to campus where they blend into a mellow party. Later on at the same party, Henry hooks up with Anthony. The next day, Anthony learns about Henry’s family as he struggles with an opportunity to spin the Senator’s campaign in an unexpected direction. Henry and Anthony form a connection, which is surprising to both of them. 

In anticipation of the Senator’s on-campus press conference, the student body prepares a demonstration, for which Anthony the activist becomes an unofficial advisor, knowing the implications this could have on his budding relationship with Henry. In the meantime, Senator and Mrs. Kray accidentally hit Izzie with their car, leading them to invite Izzie to recover in their quarters. Izzie spends time with Eunice Kray who longs for company, and they too form a connection.

Henry takes the conference podium as his father’s ideal Poster Boy, only to reveal to an astonished crowd that he is gay. This brings a forcible halt to proceedings, and gives Henry the opportunity to confront his father, who leaves in disgust. 

Will the family, and the Senator’s political future, be destroyed? Or will the Krays become a new model for the American family?



Cast Biographies

MATT NEWTON (Henry Kray)

Matt was born and raised in Guilford, Connecticut and is a drama graduate from Vassar College. Matt’s TV debut was on Comedy Central's "Strangers with Candy,” and his other television credits include “JAG,” “Dragnet” and MTV’s popular “Undressed” series. 

Recent film work includes “National Lampoon’s Van Wilder” directed by Walt Becker and starring Tara Reid, and David Jacobson’s “Dahmer,” which was the recipient of two Independent Spirit Awards,

His upcoming film projects include  “The Shore” directed by Denis Adam Zervos.
KAREN ALLEN (Eunice Kray)
 Karen Allen’s recent film credits include blockbuster “The Perfect Storm” in which she co-stars with George Clooney, Mark Wahlberg and Diane Lane. She more recently starred in the multi-award winning film “In The Bedroom” directed by Todd Field.

Other credits include Steven Soderbergh's “King Of the Hill,” Spike Lee’s “Malcolm X,” and she gave a sensational performance in Bart Freundlich’s film “World Traveler” opposite Billy Crudrup. 

Karen has had a rich career with lead roles in cult favorites like “National Lampoon’s Animal House” and  “Scrooged,” as well as the hugely successful “Starman” co-starring Jeff Bridges and directed by John Carpenter, Steven Spielberg’s “Raiders of the Lost Ark.” and Woody Allen's “Manhattan.”  

She has also made special guest star appearances on such shows as “Law and

Order.”

MICHAEL LERNER (Senator Jack Kray)

Recent film credits include “Elf” opposite Will Ferrell, Walter Hill’s hard-boiled gangster drama “Last Man Standing” with Bruce Willis, and “Godzilla” also starring Matthew Broderick.

A late blooming actor with extensive stage experience, Lerner's gave a delicious Oscar-nominated performance as fictional movie mogul Jack Lipnick in the Cohen brother’s “Barton Fink.” He has also appeared in “The Candidate,” “The Postman Always Rings Twice,” “Eight Men Out,” “Harlem Nights” and the comedies “Safe Men” and “The Mod Squad.”

Michael has an impressive television career which has spanned over three decades and his credits include recent hit programs “Tales From the Crypt” and  “Third Watch” in addition to such classic award-winning television shows as “M*A*S*H,” “Hill St. Blues,” and “The Equalizer.”

His upcoming film projects include “The Calcium Kid” directed by Alex De Rakoff starring opposite Orlando Bloom. 

JACK NOSEWORTHY (Anthony)

In his late teens, Jack Noseworthy made his stage debut by joining the national tour of

Andrew Lloyd Weber’s award winning musical  "Cats." His first film role was hit comedy “Encino Man.” Many films followed, including “Barb Wire,” with Pamela Anderson, sci-fi thriller  “Event Horizon,” and incredible true story  “Alive” opposite Ethan Hawke.

Jack’s recent film credits include John Waters’ “Cecil.B DeMented,”  “U-571” alongside Matthew McConaughey and Harvey Keitel, P. J. Hogan’s “Unconditional Love” starring Kathy Bates and Peter Sarsgaard and “Undercover Brother” with comedian Dave Chappell.

His television work includes “Law and Order: Special Victims Unit” and a re-occurring role in “Judging Amy” on CBS.

VALERIE GEFFNER (Izzie)

Valerie has a long collaboration with director Amos Kolleck, starring in his features

“Queenie in Love,”  “Fast Food, Fast Women,” and in his short film “Angela.”

Other film credits include the comedy short film “The Summer Of My Deflowering” directed by Susan Streitfeld.

Valerie’s TV appearances include “Men, Women, and Dogs” and “Law and Order: Special Victims Unit.”

IAN REED KESSLER (Skip)

Ian is a theatre graduate of Albion College. After graduating, he worked 

on award-winning off-Broadway productions “Intersections” and “Every Seventeen Minutes,” written by Pulitzer Prize winner Paul Zindel.

Additionally, Kessler has acted in and served as executive producer for “Julie Johnson”

at Jeff Daniels' Purple Rose Theater in Chelsea, Michigan. Ian worked as assistant producer for OctoberFest and “Step in and Stand Clear.”

His television credits include “Birds Of Prey,”  “CSI: Miami,” and “Law and Order: Special Victims Unit.”

NEAL HUFF (Marcus)

Neal’s recent credits include: Woody Allen’s “Hollywood Ending,” “Happy Accidents,” starring Marisa Tomei and Vincent D’Onofrio, “Big Daddy” opposite Adam Sandler,  “Love Walked In,” which also starred Dennis Leary and Terence Stamp, 

and award winning director Ang Lee’s “The Wedding Banquet.” 

His TV credits include “Law and Order.”

Filmmaker Biographies 

ZAK TUCKER (Director)

Zak Tucker makes his directorial debut with POSTERBOY. Zak is the president and founder of Swete Studios, a post-production boutique, which provides editorial services for independent features, commercials and documentaries. 

Zak is currently editing the feature film “Parting Words” directed by Stan Schoffield.

He has also just completed his first original screenplay, The Ledge, which he will direct. The film is slated to go into production in the fall of 2004. 

STANLEY BUCHTHAL (Producer)

Stanley Buchthal is both an entrepreneur and producer. His producer credits include John Water’s “Hairspray,” David O’Russell’s “Spanking the Monkey,” Phillip Haas’ “Up at the Villa” starring Sean Penn and Kirsten Scott Thomas, “Last Party 2000” starring Philip Seymour Hoffman. Stanley is currently the producer of “Fugitive Days” with Barbara Kopple attached to direct. He is also a Producer on  “All Shook Up “ the Elvis Presley Broadway musical opening in spring of 2005.

DOLLY HALL (Producer)

Named a "Producer to Watch" by Variety, Dolly Hall was the line producer on the 1993 Berlin Film Festival Golden Bear winner “The Wedding Banquet,” directed by Ang Lee.  Dolly’s other producing credits include such award-winning films as “The Incredibly True Adventure of Two Girls in Love,” “Siao Yu,” “Johns,” “All Over Me,” “Eye of God,” “High Art,” “54,” and “Wirey Spindell.”

In 1999, Dolly Hall Produced one of the first Digital video features titled “Lisa Picard Is Famous,” directed by Griffin Dunne and produced by Mira Sorvino. The film was an official selection of the 2000 Cannes International Film Festival and was theatrically released by First Look Films in the August 2001, to rave critical reviews. 

Dolly Hall was an executive producer on Fisher Stevens’ “Just A Kiss” and Jesse Peretz’ “The Chateau.” She was also producer on Gary Winick’s critically lauded  “Tadpole” starring Sigourney Weaver, John Ritter and Bebe Neuwirth. 

REBECCA CHAIKLIN (Producer)
Rebecca Chaiklin is both a producer and director. Upon graduating from NYU Rebecca spent over a year in Cuba as the Producer on “Midnight In Cuba” the critically acclaimed feature documentary on Cuba’s younger generation, which premiered at the Berlin Film Festival. 

Rebecca produced  “Men Make Women Crazy Theory,” Zoe Cassavettes’ directorial debut, and is producing Zoe’s upcoming feature film, “Broken English.” She produced and co-directed “Last Party 2000,” a feature documentary on the 2000 presidential election starring Philip Seymour Hoffman, and has directed  “Hardball,” produced by Barry Levinson and Tom Fontana. 

She is currently directing an inspirational feature documentary with Hip Hop impresario Russell Simmons, featuring Jay-z, P Diddy, DMX, LL Cool J, and Master P. Chaiklin is also currently directing a feature documentary on the Drug War, profiling Russell Simmons’ campaign to reform the Rockefeller Drug laws.

JEFF CAMPAGNA (Producer)

Jeff Campagna began his film career as an intern in acquisitions and development at New Line Cinema/ Fine Line Features. Upon graduation from NYU film he worked as free -lance story developer and then joined forces with Stanley Buchthal and developed projects with directors such as husband and wife team Shari Berman and Bob Pulcini (American Splendor), Barbara Kopple (Harlan County, U.S.A, Wild Man Blues), and the late Herbert Ross (Steel Magnolias, Boys On The Side). 

